Insurance

Official
Arrested
1 Allegations: Head of
Cigna unil i Chatsworth
is accused of {rying to

block 2 workers'
compensation claim.
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CHATSWORTH—The head of
the Squthern Califormia special
investigationz unit for Cigna
Comp's casually insurance divi-
sion was arrested Wednesday for
allegeadly Falsifying siatoments i
arder (o Dlock payment on 3
workers' campensalion claim,

Erabetretils wene sed (o
deny o clabn Dled by a femabe
cherk who said she was injured
while being sevwally assanlted by
her biass, aceording to ot dic-
MeRiz,

Thomaz Michae] Rutkoske, 54,
hedd of igna'e Chalsworth dn-
vestigations offior, wae charged
with conspiracy and insirance
fraud. I convieted, Hutkoske
el be semenced to & maaiml
of #ighl years in prizon,

His bl has been sgb o oat
$250,000, =d Gavte Falkenlhal,
pakeswoman for the San Ddego
County distred atlerney's office,

Alep arrenied was Cigna cldims
repreaeniLative Liza Michelle Ca-
nepa, 31, wha workad wikth Rut-
kengke, She was dlsy charged with
fraud and conspitacy,
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The case demonstrates that
"{raud can go hoth ways” when it
oomes o Workers' compensation,
Falkenthal zald “‘We've heard all
.aboul employees faking mmrles.
;but {hia & |he widrzor image . . . il's
‘gmt to be ehiling for the penp!e
whurel,jrm‘tms bype of ¢<rverage.”

A Clgma gpckesman declined to
spenk tn detall about the case, byt
32k Lhe company 15 committed to
fairly bandling claime. “We are
cocperating willi the ongoing in-
vestigalion," zaid James Ely,
spokesmanfor the property and
camalty divislon, .

By niid Hotkoske has.hem wilh
Cigna about 2% years, and Canepa
joimed the comipuny five years agn,

According to courl, paperz, Ri:t-
koske and Canepa began en inves-
tigation -of &°eléim. filed last Wo-
vember by a clerk in a northert

“8a2n Diego County eonvenience

store, then allegedly sought to omic
from the final repert some of the
Information - the, investigetion
turied up.

The ‘tage involved a-homelesg
womin who was warking ol the
atare ity late Chetober and who had
submltted a workers' comypensation
vlaim for treatment of a koee
thiiry, conrd papers said.

Prosemitors allege Rutkaske and

Canepa - fuspected the wamen's

claim wan fraudulent zmd hived a
private investigatar o interview
her co-wogkers,

Investigator David Sossaman

racked down the victim, who was
no lopger working ai the stor,
Proscentirg sald :

Initially, he told Sossaman sha
had slipped and fallen gt weopk, Lol
preszed further ghe dold the inves-
tigator hat her farmmer boss had
rexlly assaulted her, threatening
to fire her if she veslsted, Hrey
aliege.

She totd Samseman thal during
one ggeault she waa puehed onio
het ktees and injused,

But when Somsaman's hoss,
Larey Sutton, toed fo pas: tho
informetion to Rutkeske, he was
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Eﬂld to oML it, proseentnrs altege,
Later, in a phone conversation
seeretly taped by Sutton, Caueps
told hin Lo deave cul Lhe informa-
biom, saying, "By ue volunteering
itg, Wa'te sl opening our-
selve for more liligation and mwoee
hasgle -and potentially paving a
claira,: murding o comrt doen-

_MERLS, .

Pmmutuﬁ mted the wohtan's
boss wamfired after Canepa von-
T;*lctfd his employer about the ino-
Heni,.

Trosecutors abeged Rutkoske

falsified statements in order to
deny compensation, and knowingly
eohtealed information affecllng g
claiment’s right to payment, 2
vinlatisn of state insurance oodes,
Cigna s an $18-hillion-per-year

- multinational inaurance company

based in Phifadelphis.  Altheugh
workers' eompensation insuranee
it &R importand part of the com.

Pamy's property and eagvally divi-

gigll, Cigna i3 ot regarded 3 one
of Califernia’s leading workers'

cotnpensitlon providers, said Ira

ARREST: Cigna Official Accused of Insurance Fraud

Zuckermian, viee peesiden), of Wot-
meg Setyrities and @ Cigna pe-
clalise,

fuckerman called Lhe arpests
“an individual case, not 4 wide-

_spread practice,”

Bul Hiechard Siephens, spokes-
meauy for the Califsrnia division of
Workers' Compensation, said that
In three separgle Fudits of Cigna's
claims adidbistrators snd third-
party administraiors in Chals-
warth, slale invesgizetors hod lev-
ied "a higher than average namber |
of penallies,” and alin found the

fiem owed woney on -:lanns 1)
" injired workers.

An zdit tn December reuulted in
u 326000 penaity asressed apaingt
the fompahy in connsction with
problems in elaime- hisidling prac-

tdecs, he said,

Falketﬁhal sdd an attorney
himedd by Cigesa Lried u:muwess!'u!!y
Lo perevade & judge o Jower Rue-
hoske'a bail al 2 sour| hearing Jate
Wednesday, suying Cimma jntenred
Lo pot il for thee par



