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Preface

This document is Part 1 of the official 2001 triennial compilation and publication of the adoptions, amendments, and repeal of build-
ing regulations to the California Code of Regulations, Title 24, also referred to as the California Building Standards Code. This part
is known as the California Building Standards Administrative Code.

The California Building Standards Code is published in its entirety every three years by order of the California legislature, with
supplements published in intervening years. The California legislature delegated authority to various state agencies, boards, com-
missions and departments to create administrative regulations to implement the state’s statutes. These administrative regulations
have the same force of law, and take effect 30 days after filing with the California Secretary of State, unless otherwise stipulated. The
California Building Standards Code applies to all occupancies throughout the State of California as annotated.

A city, county, or city and county may establish more restrictive administrative regulations reasonably necessary because of local
climatic, geological or topographical conditions. Findings of the local condition(s) and the adopted local administrative regula-
tion(s) must be filed with the California Builiding Standards Commission to become effective and may not be effective sooner than
the effective date of this edition of the California Building Standards Code. Local administrative regulation(s) adopted to be applica-
ble to previous editions of the California Building Standards Code do not apply to this edition without appropriate adoption and the
required filing.

Should you have any questions regarding this code or wish to offer comments toward improving the format, please address your
questions and comments to:

California Building Standards Commission
2525 Natomas Park Drive, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95833-2936

Phone: (916) 263-0916
Fax: (916) 263-0959

www.bsc.ca.gov






Questions and Interpretations Contact List
2001 California Code of Regulations, Title 24

Board of Corrections

Local Adult Jail Standards ................ (916) 324-1914
Local Juvenile Facility Standards . .......... (916) 324-1914

California Energy Commission

Energy Hotline ......................... (800) 772-3300
Building Efficiency Standards
Appliance Efficiency Standards
Compliance Manual/Forms

California State Library
Construction Standards . .................. (916) 445-9617

Department of Consumer Affairs—Acupuncture Board
Office Standards ........................ (916) 263-2680

Department of Consumer Affairs—Board of Pharmacy
Pharmacy Standards ..................... (916) 445-5014

Department of Consumer Affairs—Bureau of Barbering
and Cosmetology

Barber and Beauty Shop and
College Standards .................... (916) 327-6250

Department of Consumer Affairs—Bureau of Home
Furnishings and Thermal Insulation

Insulation Testing Standards . .............. (916) 574-2041

Department of Consumer Affairs—Structural Pest
Control Board

Structural Standards ........... ... ... .. (916) 263-2540

Department of Consumer Affairs—Veterinary
Medical Board

Veterinary Hospital Standards ............. (916) 263-2610

Department of Food and Agriculture

Meat & Poultry Packing Plant Standards . . . .. (916) 654-0504
Dairy Standards .............. ... ... .. (916) 653-6582

Department of Health Services

Organized Camps . ...........cooveunn... (916) 324-2208
Public Swimming Pools .................. (916) 324-2208
ASBeStOS ... (415) 540-2134

Department of Housing and Community Development

Residential .................. ... ...... (916) 445-9471
A Guide to California Multi-Family Disabled
Access Regulations Available
Through CALBO .................. (916) 457-1103

Manufactured Homes, Commercial Coaches, and
Permanent Structures in Mobile Home Parks

(General) ......... ... (916) 445-3338
Mobile Homes—Permits & Inspections

Northern Region ..................... (916) 255-2501

Southern Region ..................... (909) 782-4420
Employee Housing ...................... (916) 445-9471

Department of Industrial Relations, Division of
Occupational Safety and Health

Places of Employment and Employee Safety .. (415) 703-5100

Elevators ..., (916) 263-7995
Boiler Inspections . ...................... (510) 622-3052
Pressure Vessels ........................ (510) 622-3052
Asbestos—Industrial Hygienist ............ (916) 574-2993

Department of Water Resources
Gray Water Installations Standards ......... (916) 327-1620

Department of the Youth Authority
Institutional Standards ................... (916) 262-1428

Division of the State Architect—Access Compliance

Access Compliance ..................... (916) 322-4700
California Accessibility Reference Manual ... (916) 322-4700

Division of the State Architect—Structural Safety

Public Schools ......................... (916) 445-8100
State-owned Buildings ................... (916) 445-8100
ASBEStOS . ... (916) 445-8100
State Building Inspector Information . ....... (916) 445-8100

Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development

Hospitals .......... ... oo it (916) 654-2012
Skilled Nursing Facilities ................. (916) 654-2012
CHNCS « o\ oo oo (916) 654-2012
Permits ...........ccooeeieiieeaao... (916) 654-3362
Office of the State Fire Marshal .......... (916) 445-8200
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— This symbol indicates deletion of code language.
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2001 CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 1-101
(Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.)

CHAPTER 1. ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS OF THE
CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS COMMISSION

Article 1-1. General

1-101. Abbreviations. The following abbreviations shall apply
to Title 24, California Code of Regulations:

AGR Department of Food and Agriculture

BOC Board of Corrections

BSC Building Standards Commission

CA Department of Consumer Affairs

CAC California Administrative Code

CBC California Building Code

CEC California Electrical Code

CEC California Energy Commission

CMC California Mechanical Code

CPC California Plumbing Code

COMMISSION The California Building Standards Com-
mission

DHS Department of Health Services

DSA/SS Division of the State Architect—Structural

Safety Section

NEC® National Electrical Code®
NFPA National Fire Protection Association
OHP Office of Historical Preservation

OSA/SSS Office of the State Architect—Structural
Safety Section

OSHPD Office of Statewide Health Planning &
Development

PUBLIC All entity which is regulated by the Califor-

UTILITY nia Public Utilities Commission (PUC); or
which would otherwise be regulated by the
PUC but is exempted by municipal charter.

SBR State Building Regulations

SECC State Elevator Construction Code

SFM Office of the State Fire Marshal

SHB State Historical Board

SRSC State Reference Standard Code

UBC Uniform Building Code

UBC STDS Uniform Building Code Standards

UFC Uniform Fire Code

UHC Uniform Housing Code

UMC Uniform Mechanical Code

UPC Uniform Plumbing Code

YA Department of Youth Authority

Authority: Government Code Section 11000, and Health & Safety Code
Section 18931 (f).

Reference: Government Code Section 11000, and Health & Safety Code
Section 18931 (d).

Article 1-2. Duties and Responsibilities of the
Building Standards Commission and the Executive Director

DSA/AC Division of the State Architect—Access
Compliance

DOE Department of Education

DOT Department of Transportation

ENFORCING  Thedesignated agency, board, commission,

AGENCY department, division, office, or individual,
responsible for the enforcing of building
standards.

HCD Housing and Community Development

1-201.

(a) The Commission may hear argument(s), based upon the
record of the Proceedings of the Adopting Agency.

(b) Duties and Responsibilities of the Executive Director.
The Executive Director shall be the Chief Executive of the State
Building Standards Commission, and shall be the primary indi-
vidual responsible for implementing the will of the Commission,
and shall have the authority to:

1. Recommend to the Commission, policies under which the
office of the Commission will operate.

2. Interpret and implement the policies of the Commission.

3. Provide the administrative direction for the day-to-day work
of the Commission.

4. Manage the technical and support staff of the Commission.

5. Represent the Commission to the Legislature.

6. Review and approve or disapprove agencies’ public notices
of hearings for proposed building standards per Sections 11346.4
and 11346.5 of the government code.

7. Ensure that Agencies comply with Section 18930 of the
Health & Safety Code and Sections 11342 through 11446 (as re-
quired) of the government code, when adopting building stand-
ards, prior to submission to the Commission.

8. Negotiate and execute contractual agreements necessary to
carry out the mission of the Commission.

9. Manage the Commission’s appeals process.

10. Represent the Commission to all levels of state and local
government, and with the private sector.

11. Perform other duties as required by the Commission and
state statute(s).

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 18931.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18925 and 18931.



1-301 2001 CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
(Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.)

Article 1-3. Public Notices and Hearing Dates

1-301.

(a) Public Notices. Agencies, proposing to adopt building
standards shall prepare a public notice which shall comply with
Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 3.5 of Part
1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

(b) Six copies of the public notices for proposed building stand-
ards shall be forwarded to the Building Standards Commission
for review and approval. A Building Standards Face Sheet
(BSC-1) with original signature shall be submitted with the
notices.

(c) Upon approval of the notice of hearing for building stand-
ards the Executive Director will forward the notice, within
five working days, to the Office of Administrative Law for the
sole purpose of publication in the California Administrative

Notice Register, and return an approved copy to the submitting
agency. If a notice is found to be incomplete or incorrect by Com-
mission staff, the Executive Director shall return it to the submit-
ting agency within five working days with comments.

(d) Any public notice not acted upon within five working days
shall be automatically approved and published.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18935.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18935.

1-302. Hearing Dates. Agencies planning to conduct hearings
relative to building standards shall, prior to giving public notice,
acquire the written approval of the Commission as to the time and
place of the hearing(s).

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18935.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18935.

Article 1-4. Submission of Nonemergency and Emergency
Proposed Building Standards to the Commission

1-401.

(a) After hearing or close of comment period by the adopting
agency, all building standards shall be submitted as proposed
building standards to the Commission for approval, in a format as
prescribed by the Commission. Each proposed building standards
package shall include:

1. Building Standards Face Sheet (BSC-1) with the original
signature of a person authorized to certify documents.

2. Copies of the Public Notice, Informative Digest, Initial
Statement of Reasons, and proposed standards.

3. Finding of Emergency Statement (submitted only with
Emergency Regulations).

4. Copies of Department of Finance Fiscal Impact Statement
(Std. 399) together with fiscal analysis prepared by the submitting
Agency.

5. Copies of the written transcript or recorded minutes of the
public hearing.

6. Copies of exhibits submitted at the public hearing.

7. Copies of correspondence received during public comment
period.

8. Copies of the Updated Informative Digest and Final State-
ment of Reasons.

9. Copies of the proposed standards with any post hearing
changes indicated, and a memo attesting to the 15-day public
availability period.

10. Agencies shall certify when the public comment period
was closed, and that the submitted rulemaking is complete.

11. Ananalysis which shall justify the approval of the building
standard (s) in terms of the criteria as set forth in the State Build-
ing Standards Law, Part 2.5, Division 13, Section 18930, et seq.,
of the Health and Safety Code.

12. Any referenced documentation relevant to the hearing as
determined by the Executive Director of the Building Standards
Commission.

13. The number of copies of the proposed building standards
packages to be forwarded to the Commission shall be determined
by the Executive Director of the Building Standards Commission.

2

14. All proposed building standards packages shall be in-
dexed.

15. Ifother than the Agency Director/ Chief signs a Face Sheet
(BSC-1), a delegation order shall be attached to the Face Sheet.

16. Ifthe building standards were filed as an emergency, a cer-
tification that the requirements of Government Code Section
11346.1 have been complied with.

(b) The proposed building standards shall be submitted in the
strikeout/underline format. If the proposed building standards
amend existing building standards, all deletions must be shown in
strikeout type and all additions, including punctuation, must be
underlined. The provisions of this section may be waived by the
Executive Director through written notification to the adopting
agency.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 18931(f).
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 18931 (f).

1-402.

(a) Emergency Regulations. Emergency building standards
shall not be effective until approved by the Building Standards
Commission and filed with the Secretary of State.

(b) Emergency building standard(s) packages submitted to the
Commission prior to public hearing shall include:

1. An original signed Face Sheet (BSC-1)
2. The Finding of Emergency.

3. An analysis which shall justify the approval of the building
standard(s) in terms of the criteria as set forth in the State Building
Standards Law, Part 2.5, Division 13, Section 18930, et seq., of
the Health and Safety Code.

4. The proposed emergency building standards.

5. A delegation order if the Face Sheet (BSC-1) is signed by
other than the Agency Director/Chief.

6. Any supporting documentation as determined by the Execu-
tive Director.

(c) The number of copies of proposed emergency building
standards packages will be determined by the Executive Director.

(d) Agencies adopting emergency building standards follow-
ing an Agency public hearing shall submit a rulemaking file as
prescribed in Section 401 (a).



2001 CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 1-501
(Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.)

(e) Following the filing with the Secretary of State, the Com-
mission shall notify the affected Agency in writing of the filing
date of the building standards.

(f) The Commission shall forward the required number of cop-
ies of the filing order to the Office of Administrative Law for the
sole purpose of publication in the California Administrative
Notice Register.

Authority: Government Code Sections 11346.1 and 11346.5 and Health &
Safety Code Section 18937.

Reference: Government Code Section 11346.1 and 11346.5 and Health &
Safety Code Sections 18913 and 18937.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-402, Part1, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

Article 1-5. Public Participation

1-501. Every state agency with authority to propose or adopt
building standards shall adopt regulations to ensure public partic-
ipation in the development of building standards by July 1, 1995.
State agencies’ regulations shall establish methods to:

(a) Identify all interested groups or persons affected by agency
building standards.

(b) Notify all interested groups and persons that building stand-
ards are to be developed, and maintain a listing of such groups or
persons, should the Commission request it.

(c) Make available draft proposals to interested groups or
persons expressing interest.

(d) Establish a procedure to provide interested groups or per-
sons the opportunity to advise the adopting agency of the impact
of the proposed standards. The adopting agency shall submit to
the Commission their regulations to provide public participation
prior to public hearing.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 18934.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 18934.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-501, Part 1,Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

Article 1-6. Appeals Procedure

1-601. Scope of Appeals. Appeals to the Commission and the
matters which can be appealed are described in Health and Safety
Code Section 18945.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, 18946 and 18949.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, 18946 and 18949.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 1/89) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-601, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Filed with the Secretary of State April 1990; effective April
17,1990. Approved as a regular order by the California Building Stand-
ards Commission on April 16, 1990.

1-602. Filing of Appeals.

(a) An appeal may be filed by any person, including a state or
local agency. Affected individuals, local and/or state agencies
may act as appellants and may file appeals relating to conflict, du-
plication, or overlap of any current state code, or any other matter
of statewide significance.

(b) The appeal shall be in writing and shall specifically set
forth:

1. The specific regulation, rules, interpretation, or decision of
any state agency respecting the administration of any building
standard being appealed.

2. The dates of any act, interpretation, or decision of any state
agency related to the complaint.

3. The nature of any act, interpretation, or decision of any state
agency related to the complaint.

4. The reasons for the appeal.

5. Documentation of the official action of the applicable state
agency with respect to the agency’s final determination on the
issue.

6. Identification of witnesses, experts and other representa-
tives of the appellant.

(c) The appeal or complaint shall be filed with the Executive
Director at: CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS COM-
MISSION, 1130 K Street, Suite 101, Sacramento, California
95814.

(d) A nonrefundable fee of $450.00 shall be submitted with the
initial request for appeal. In addition, any and all costs for an ad-
ministrative law judge or costs related to a hearing before the ap-
peals subcommittee will be the responsibility of the appellants.

(e) Appeals by Affected Individuals and Local Jurisdictions
Jointly. When the enforcement of a state building standard is the
responsibility of a local jurisdictional authority, the Commission
will hear an appeal only with the concurrence of both the affected
individual and the responsible local jurisdictional authority.

(f) Appeals Procedures of Other State Agencies. Commis-
sion policy requires that an appellant obtain a final determination
from the state agency in question relating to the issue under ap-
peal before the Commission will hear the appeal. Only where
there exists an apparent conflict, duplication or overlap in other
available state appeals procedures or within the regulations or
code will the appeal be heard without requiring that a final deter-
mination be obtained from the state agency.

(g) Statute of Limitations. Appeals will be accepted by the
Commission only within:

1. Sixmonths of when the act, interpretation, decision, or prac-
tice complained of occurred, or

2. As determined by the Commission if special circumstances
are found to exist.

EXCEPTION: Appeals regarding any act, interpretation, decision
or practice of any State adopting or enforcing agency prior to the adop-
tion of this article will be accepted by the Commission if submitted
within the first year following the effective date of this article

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18945.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18945.
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1-603. Receipt and Processing Appeals.

(a) Receipt of any appeal shall be acknowledged in writing by
the Executive Director within 30 days of receipt advising the ap-
pellant and the state agency of the acceptance or rejection of the
appeal as filed. The reply shall also set forth the planned action of
the Commission in response to the application together with rea-
sons for the proposed actions.

(b) If the Executive Director determines that additional infor-
mation is needed in order to decide the matter, the Executive Di-
rector may request such additional information and defer action
on the matter until such additional information is received. If the
Executive Director requests additional information, the appellant
shall have 30 days from the date of the Executive Director’s re-
quest within which to submit the information. If the requested in-
formation is not received within 30 days, the Executive Director
may treat the appeal as having been abandoned or may, upon writ-
ten notice to the appellant and the state agency, process the appeal
on such information as is available. Upon written request the
Executive Director may, for good cause, extend the 30-day period
by one additional 30-day period.

(c) The Executive Director and the Chair of the three-member
Appeals Committee, appointed by the Chair of the Commission,
shall, acting together, recommend to the Commission whether the
appeal should be heard by the Appeals Committee or the full
Commission. Suggested schedules for such hearings shall also be
submitted. The recommendations shall be contained in the con-
sent calendar of the next Commission meeting. The Executive Di-
rector shall advise the appellant and the state agency in writing
within 15 days of the Commission’s determination and the proce-
dures and schedules to be followed for the hearing.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 18945.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18946.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-603, Partl, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-604. Hearings.

(a) If it is determined by the Commission that the appeal shall
be heard by the Appeals Committee, the following provisions
shall apply:

1. Time and place of hearing as determined by the Commis-
sion shall be noticed to the appellant and the state agency within
15 days of its determination; date of said hearing shall be within
60 days of date of said notice.

2. The Executive Director shall publish the date of hearing to
interested parties and may invite experts or other witnesses as
necessary for the hearing.

3. The Appeals Committee shall not be bound by the rules of
evidence or procedure applicable in the courts. Appellant, appel-
lant’s witnesses, and any other interested persons may present
testimony, argument, and/or documentary material concerning
the matter(s) under consideration.

4. The Appeals Committee shall prepare its finding(s) and
decision within 30 days after the appeal hearing.

5. The Executive Director shall, in writing, advise the appel-
lant and the state agency of the decision within 15 days and shall
advise the Commission of the decision by memorandum at the
next Commission meeting.
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6. Ifanappealis heard by the Appeals Committee, either party
may request a reconsideration by the Commission. Said request
must be submitted to the Executive Director no less than 30 days
after the determination by the Appeals Committee and shall be
acted upon by the Commission no later than 60 days after said re-
quest is received. Reconsideration by the Commission shall be
based upon the record of the appeal hearing and additional infor-
mation or testimony that is specifically requested by the Commis-
sion. Notice of the determination of the Commission upon
reconsideration shall be sent to all parties involved within 15 days
of the action by the Commission.

(b) If an appeal is not delegated, or if the Commission elects to
conduct the hearing, or if the appellant appeals a decision of the
Appeals Committee to the Commission, the following procedure
will be used:

1. Time and place of the hearing as determined by the Com-
mission shall be noticed to the appellant and the state agency
within 15 days; date of said hearing shall be within 60 days of date
of notice.

2. The Executive Director shall publish the time, date and
location of the hearing to interested parties and invite expert or
other witnesses as necessary for the hearing.

3. The hearing shall be conducted at a regularly scheduled or
specially designated Commission meeting, under its own rules,
accepting evidence as it requires, and chaired by its regular Chair-
person. Appellant and other interested parties may present rele-
vant testimony, argument, or documentary material as acceptable
to the Commission consistent with the requirements of Section
1-602 (b).

4. The Commission shall make a decision on the appeal at an
open meeting thereof, provided that the matter may be continued
or taken under advisement for decision at a later meeting of the
Commission, or re-referred to the Appeals Committee for further
consideration and report to the Commission. No Commissioner
may cast a vote on the determination of a hearing unless he was
present at the hearing and heard the testimony and evidence pre-
sented.

5. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the appeal may be with-
drawn at any time by the appellant upon written notice to the
Executive Director. Upon withdrawal, no further proceedings as
specified above shall take place. The withdrawal of the appeal
shall be accepted with or without prejudice, as determined by the
Commission.

6. The Executive Director shall, in writing, advise the appel-
lant and the state agency of the decision of the Commission within
15 days from the date of the official Commission decision in the
matter.

(c) The Commission may elect to refer the appealing parties toa
hearing officer appointed by the Office of Administrative Hear-
ings as described in Health and Safety Code Section 18946.

(d) Action by the Commission on the appeal of a building
standards issue within the authority of the Commission shall ex-
haust the administrative relief of the appellant.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 18945.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18946.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to amend Section 1-604, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of
Regulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.
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Article 1-7. Conflict of Interest Code

1-701. (a) The Political Reform Act, specifically Government
Code Section 87306, requires state and local governmental agen-
cies to promulgate and adopt Conflict of Interest Codes. The Fair
Political Practices Commission has adopted a regulation, Title 2,
California Code of Regulations, Section 18730, containing the
terms of standard Conflict of Interest Code, that can be incorpo-
rated by reference, and that may be amended by the Fair Political
Practices Commission to conform to amendments in the Political
Reform Act after public notice and hearings. Therefore, the terms
of Title 2, California Code of Regulations, Section 18730, and
amendments thereto, duly adopted by the Fair Political Practices
Commission, are hereby incorporated by reference and constitute
the Conflict of Interest Code of the California Building Standards
Commission.

Designated employees shall file statements of economic inter-
est with the Commission. Upon receipt of the statements of
the Commission members, the agency shall make and retain
a copy and forward the original of these statements to the Fair
Political Practices Commission. Statements of other designated

employees are retained by the agency; no copies are forwarded to
the Fair Political Practices Commission.

(b) 1. Designated Employee

Chair of the Commission
Commissioners
Executive Director
Deputy Executive Director
Consultants
2. Disclosure Category
All designated employees shall report all investments, busi-
ness positions sources of income and all interests in real property.
Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 18931(f) and Government Code Sec-

tion 87306.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 18931(f) and Government Code

Section 87306.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/99) Article 1-7, Conflict of Interest Code. Amend Section
1-701. Approved by the Fair Political Practices Committee on October
29,1999. Filed with the Secretary of State on December 31, 1999; effec-
tive January 30, 2000.

Article 1-8. Public Petition Regulations

1-801. Public Petition. Any member of the public may petition

either the Commission, the proposing agency or the adopting

agency for the proposal, adoption, amendment or repeal of any

state building standard or administrative standard appearing in

Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6 and Assembly
Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6 and Assembly
Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-801, Part |, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-802. Criteria for Public Petition. A public petition for the pro-
posal, adoption, amendment or repeal of a state building standard
must meet the following criteria:

(a) The subject issue must have statewide significance and
must have implications for a whole category of projects or a broad
range of project types.

(b) The rationale for the petition must take the form of at least
one of the following criteria:

1. The subject regulation conflicts with pertinent statute(s). To
substantiate this criterion, the petitioner must cite the subject reg-
ulation and the conflicting statute(s), and provide a clear written
description of why the two are inconsistent.

2. Compliance with the subject regulation is routinely impos-
sible or onerous. To substantiate this criterion, the petitioner must
cite the subject regulation, present written or photographic evi-
dence of the difficulty in complying with it, and clearly show that
the problem is common or potentially common to many different
projects or project types in many different circumstances. This
criterion shall not be used to justify a petition for the repeal or
amendment of a regulation that poses difficulty to a single project.

3. The regulation is inefficient or ineffective. To substantiate
this criterion, the petitioner must cite the subject regulation, pro-
vide clear and concise written or photographic evidence of its in-
effectiveness or inefficiency, describe a proposed alternative, and
provide clear and convincing written or photographic evidence
that it is more efficient or effective.

4. The subject regulation is obsolete. To substantiate this crite-
rion, the petitioner must show at least one of the following facts:

A. That a material or product specified in the regulation is
not available, or

B. That there is no statute authorizing the subject regula-
tion, or

C. That significant developments in procedures, materials
or other issues affecting the regulation have created a
need for amendment or deletion of the regulation; that
current state statutes permit amendment or deletion of
the regulations; and that the regulation has the effect of
prohibiting the use of a material or procedure that is
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the submitting
agency to accomplish the purpose of the regulation.

5. There is a need for a new regulation. To substantiate this cri-
terion, the petitioner must provide a clear written description of
the proposed regulation, explain why it is necessary, and cite the
statute(s) that require or authorize the new regulation.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6 and Assembly

Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6 and Assembly
Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-802, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter, which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-803. Emergency Clause. A petitioner may assert that his or her
petition requires immediate action because there is imminent
danger to the public health, safety or welfare. To substantiate the
existence of a potential danger, the petitioner must include in the
petition a written description of the specific facts showing the
need for immediate action. If the emergency clause is approved
and if the petition is accepted pursuant to Section 1-805 [Agency
Duties], the proposing agency or adopting agency shall develop
and/or adopt proposed changes.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18937 and Assembly Bill

4082., Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18937 and Assembly
Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.
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HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-803, Part I, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-804. Petition Submittal. Public petitions shall be submitted by
the petitioner to either the Commission, the proposing agency or
the adopting agency.

(a) When submitted to the Commission, within fourteen (14)
business days after receiving a petition, the Commission shall de-
termine whether the petition is properly compiled and complete.
For the purposes of this section, “properly compiled and com-
plete” means the petition meets the requirements set forth in Sec-
tions 1-802 [Criteria for Public Petition] and 1-803 [Emergency
Clause].

(b) When submitted to the Commission, within fourteen (14)
business days after receiving a petition, the Commission shall re-
turn incomplete petitions to petitioners without action but with an
itemization of the missing or incomplete items.

(c) When submitted to the Commission, within fourteen (14)
business days after receiving a petition, the Commission shall for-
ward complete petitions to the appropriate proposing agency or
adopting agency. The proposing agency or adopting agency shall
have five (5) business days following receipt of petitions from the
Commission to dispute the determination of completeness and/or
the Commission’s determination of jurisdiction. If the agency de-
termines that the petition is incomplete, it shall, by the close of
business on the fifth business day following receipt of the peti-
tion, return the petition to the Commission, with an itemization of
the missing or incomplete items, and the Commission shall return
the petition to the petitioner within twenty-five (25) business days
of having originally received the petition without action in accor-
dance with the procedures provided in subparagraph (b) above.

(d) The Commission shall provide written notification to the
petitioner that the petition is complete and undergoing proposing
agency or adopting agency review, if the five (5) day period de-
scribed in subparagraph (c) above expires without proposing
agency or adopting agency action. This notification must be sent
to the petitioner no more than twenty (20) business days after hav-
ing first received the petition.

(e) The Commission shall maintain records relating to the sub-
mittal and disposition of petitions. The Commission shall have no
authority to rule on the contents of petitions except to determine
whether sufficient information has been provided by the petition-
er, unless specifically requested to do so by the proposing agency
or adopting agency.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6 and Assembly

Bill 4082., Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6 and Assembly

Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-804, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-805. Agency Duties. When the agency whose adoption respon-
sibilities relating to building standards are transferred to the Com-
mission receives a petition, that agency shall submit the petition
to the Commission for compliance with Section 1-804 [Submit-
tal]. After receiving a completed petition from the Commission,
the proposing agency or adopting agency shall be responsible for
the following duties:

(a) The proposing agency or adopting agency may reject a peti-
tion, if the proposing agency or adopting agency disagrees with
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the Commission’s determination that a petition is complete, or if

the proposing agency or adopting agency believes the petition is

in the jurisdiction of a different agency, the proposing agency or
adopting agency shall notify the Commission no more than five

(5) business days after receiving a petition.

(b) If the proposing agency or adopting agency agrees that it has
jurisdiction and that the petition is complete, it shall take one of
the following actions, communicating with the petitioner, within
the noted time lines:

1. The agency may reject, accept or approve a petition in part
and may grant such other relief or take such other action as it may
determine to be warranted by the petition and shall notify the peti-
tioner in writing of such action.

2. If the agency denies the petition for cause pursuant to Sec-
tion 1-806 [Criteria for Denying a Public Petition for Cause], it
shall do so in writing within thirty (30) business days after the date
of the written notification provided by the Commission pursuant
to Subsection 1-804 (d).

3. Ifthe agency accepts the petition, it shall notify the petition-
er in writing within thirty (30) business days after the date of the
written notification provided by the Commission pursuant to Sub-
section 1-804 (d). For the purposes of this section, accepting the
petition indicates that the agency believes the issue(s) merit pro-
ceeding to code development. Code development shall include
the public participation criteria in Article 1-5, Part 1, Title 24,
California Code of Regulations.

4. If the approved petition contains an emergency clause, the
agency shall also rule on the reasons posed in the clause, and if it
concurs that an emergency exists, shall schedule code develop-
ment and adoption procedures on an emergency basis.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931, 18949.1, 18949.2,18949.3,
18949.5 and 18949.6 and Assembly Bill 4082., Chapter 1289, Statutes of
1990.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 18931 and Assembly Bill 4082,
Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-805, Part I, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-806. Criteria for Denying a Public Petition for Cause. The
proposing agency or adopting agency may deny a public petition
pursuant to Section 1-805 [Agency Duties] for cause using atleast
one of the following criteria:

(a) The subject regulation is already scheduled for review at the
next regular triennial or other scheduled adoption. To substantiate
this criterion, the agency shall include in its written denial a
schedule for the planned review. Alternatively, the agency may
approve a petition but defer its implementation until the next
scheduled adoption.

(b) The issues cited by the petitioner are factually incorrect. To
substantiate this criterion, the agency shall identify in its written
denial the incorrect facts.

(c) The issues cited by the petitioner are not within the State’s
jurisdiction. To substantiate this criterion, the agency shall show
in its written denial why the issues are outside its jurisdiction.

(d) The issues cited by the petitioner have been raised and an-
swered through another petition or during the previous rulemak-
ing. To substantiate this criterion, the agency shall include with its
written denial a copy of the previous petition and its response or
the pertinent rulemaking file information.

NOTE: If new facts or substantiating data, pertinent to a petition,
are provided, this criterion shall not be grounds for denying a petition.

(e) Resolving the issues raised by the petitioner would compro-
mise the agency’s ability to carry out its legal mandate. To sub-
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stantiate this criterion, the agency shall include with its denial the
specific ways in which its legal mandate would be compromised.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6 and Assembly
Bill 4082., Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6 and Assembly
Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-806, Part |, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-807. Appeal. Any person may request reconsideration of any
part or all of a decision of any agency on any petition submitted.
Any such request shall be submitted in accordance with these
public petition procedures and shall include the reason or reasons
why an agency should reconsider its previous decision. Such re-
quest for reconsideration must be submitted no later than sixty
(60) days after the date of the decision involved. The agency’s re-
consideration of any matter relating to a petition shall be subject
to the provisions of Section 1-806 [Criteria for Denying a Public
Petition for Cause].
Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, and 18949.6 and
Assembly Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, and 18949.6 and
Assembly Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.
HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-807, Part |, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-808. Appeal to the Commission.

(a) A petitioner may appeal, to the Commission, the final deci-
sion of a state agency when reconsideration is denied pursuant to
Section 1-807 [Appeal]. When the petitioner appeals the decision
of a state agency, it shall only be based on the criteria that the peti-
tion does not meet the requirements of Section 1-806 [Criteria for
Denying a Public Petition for Cause].

(b) Appeals to the Commission shall meet the same require-
ments of Section 1-807 [Appeal].

(c) Should the Commission determine that the appeal does not
meet the requirements of Section 1-806 [Criteria for Denying a
Public Petition for Cause], the Commission shall direct the
agency to accept and approve the petition.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, and 18949.6 and
Assembly Bill 4082., Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931, 18945, and 18949.6 and
Assembly Bill 4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-808, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26, 1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

1-809. Substitution of or Supplementation by Agency
Procedures

(a) These regulations shall not apply when an agency notifies
the Commission that a petition process is mandated by specific
statutes in addition to Government Code Section 11347.1, and/or
that it has adopted its own regulations or procedures complying
with Government Code Section 11347.1, and that it has notified
the public of the existence of these statutes, regulations or proce-
dures. Notification to the Commission shall consist of a written
copy of such statutes, regulations or procedures and a description
of the methods used to make the public aware of their existence.
Upon such notification, the Commission shall exclude the agency
from compliance with these regulations. If the Commission re-
ceives a petition pertaining to an excluded agency’s jurisdiction,
the Commission shall forward the petition without undertaking
any of the duties contained in Sections 1-803 [Emergency Clause]
and 1-804 [Submittal] directly to the agency and shall notify the
petitioner of that fact.

When an agency notifies the Commission of existing public
petition regulations or statutes, those public petition regulations
or processes must be at least as effective as the public petition reg-
ulations in Article 1-8.

(b) These regulations are not intended to be the sole means by
which the proposing agency or adopting agencies and the inter-
ested public can raise, discuss and resolve issues pertaining to
building standards. Agency procedures such as public participa-
tion meetings, advisory committees, written and verbal corre-
spondence between members of the public and agency personnel,
and other methods are considered alternatives that may be chosen
by a member of the public instead of or in addition to the public
petition procedures described in these regulations.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6, Assembly Bill
4082., Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990 and Government Code Section
11347.1.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18931 and 18949.6, Assembly Bill
4082, Chapter 1289, Statutes of 1990 and Government Code Section
11347.1.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/93) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-809, Part I, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Approved by Office of Administrative Law on January 27,
1995; filed at the Secretary of State on January 27, 1995; effective 30
days thereafter which will be February 26,1995. Publication date April
24,1995.

Article 1-9. Code Adoption Process

1-900. Definitions. The following definitions govern the inter-
pretation of this article:

(a) “Challenge” means a written public comment received dur-
ing a written comment period and directed at a proposed change
or a code advisory committee recommendation or the procedures
followed by the Commission in proposing or adopting the action.

(b) “Code advisory committee” means an advisory panel or
body appointed to advise the Commission with respect to build-
ing standards.

(c) “Code change” means a proposed change to a building
standard as defined by Health and Safety Code Section 18909.

(d) “Code change submittal” means a proposed code change
and its justification submitted to the Commission by a proposing
agency.

(e) “Commission” means the California Building Standards
Commission.

(f) “Executive Director” means the Executive Director of the
California Building Standards Commission.
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(g) “Justification” means an initial statement of reason and the
information needed to complete a notice of proposed action, in-
cluding a determination as to the effect of the code change on
housing costs.

(h) “Proposing agency” means a state agency having authority
and responsibility to propose a building standard for adoption by
the Commission.

(i) “Special code advisory committee” means an ad hoc com-
mittee established by the Commission, when necessary, to advise
the Commission on a subject in the code needing extensive revi-
sion or on a complex subject which needs to be regulated or to per-
form a review of a proposed code change that warrants special
technical review.

(j) “Technical review” means a review of a proposed code
change and its justification conducted pursuant to Health and
Safety Code Section 18930 (c), (d), (e), () to ensure that a code
change is justified in terms of criteria of Health and Safety Code
Section 18930 (a), the nine-point criteria.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18929.1, 18949.6 and 18931 (f).

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18927, 18929-18932, 18934,
18935, 18936, 18949.1, 18949.2, 18949.3, 18949.5 and 18949.6.

1-901. Procedure for Code Adoption Process.

(a) Purpose. This article establishes basic minimum procedur-
al requirements for an annual code adoption cycle for proposing
agencies to ensure adequate public participation in the develop-
ment of building standards, to ensure adequate technical review
and adequate time for technical review by code advisory commit-
tees and to ensure adequate notice to the public of compiled code
change submittals prior to adoption by the Commission.

(b) Code Change Submittal—Proposing Agency. The Com-
mission shall notify a proposing agency of the deadline for accep-
tance of code change submittals a minimum of 180 days prior to
the deadline. A proposing agency shall submit a code change sub-
mittal for the Commission’s adoption on or before the deadline for
acceptance specified in the notice.

(c) Prenotice Technical Review. Prior to conducting the rule-
making proceeding required by the Administrative Procedure
Act, the Commission shall assign a code change submittal re-
ceived on or before the deadline to one or more code advisory
committees specifically knowledgeable in the building standard
being proposed for change and schedule the submittal for a no-
ticed public hearing to ensure adequate opportunity for public
participation and technical review.

1. Code Advisory Committee Reviews. A code advisory
committee shall conduct a public hearing to perform a technical
review of all code change submittals assigned to it by the Com-
mission. A code advisory committee meeting shall be scheduled
by the Commission and shall be open to the public.

2. Code Advisory Committee Meetings. The location and
date of a code advisory committee meeting shall be noticed by the
Commission in accordance with Government Code Sections
11120 through 11132, the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act.

3. Code Advisory Committee Recommendations. A code
advisory committee shall make a recommendation on each code
change submittal. A recommendation shall include a substantiat-
ing reason based on Health and Safety Code Section 18930. The
recommendation shall be one of the following:

A. Approve. Approval of a proposed code change as sub-
mitted. The proposed code change is justified in terms
of criteria of Health and Safety Code Section 18930.

B. Disapprove. A proposed code change does not meet
one or more specified criteria of Health and Safety Code
Section 18930.

C. Further Study Required. A proposed code change has
merit but does not meet one or more specified criteria of
Health and Safety Code Section 18930. The proposed
code change requires further study by the proposing
agency. The proposing agency should submit the pro-
posed code change in the next code adoption cycle after
further study.

D. Approve as Amended. Approval as modified by the
proposing agency director or written authorized repre-
sentative. Modifications are justified in terms of Health
and Safety Code Section 18930. An amended justifica-
tion consistent with the approval as amended recom-
mendation shall be submitted to the Commission by the
proposing agency within 10 working days of the date of
the committee’s recommendation. The failure to submit
an amended justification consistent with the approval
recommendation within that time is cause for disap-
proval.

E. Withdrawal. A proposed code change is out of the code
adoption cycle. Only the proposing agency may with-
draw a proposed code change.

4. Code Advisory Committee Reports. After the deadline for
acceptance of code change submittals and following the code
advisory committee meetings, the Commission shall prepare an
itemized monograph, including the code change submittals, the
code advisory committee recommendations and the reasons for
the recommendations. This monograph of code change submit-
tals shall be made available to the public for comment as the Com-
mission’s proposed rulemaking action in accordance with Article
1-3 of this part.

(d) Public Written Comment Period. Anyone wishing to con-
test a recommendation of the code advisory committee(s) and\or
comment on a proposed code change in the monograph may sub-
mit a challenge to the Commission during the written comment
period established by the notice of proposed action. Upon written
request received, no later than 15 days prior to the close of the
written comment period, a public hearing pursuant to Govern-
ment Code Section 11346.8 shall be held by the Commission on
the proposed code changes, its justification and code advisory
recommendations at which time statements, arguments, or com-
ments, either oral or in writing, or both, shall be permitted.

1. A challenge shall refer to a specific recommendation or pro-
posed code change and clearly indicate what is being contested.
The challenge shall specify the action desired: approve, disap-
prove, return for further study or approve as amended. A chal-
lenge shall specify a concise substantiating reason for the
challenge.

2. Following the close of the comment period and/or public
hearing, the Commission shall make available to the public upon
request a monograph of challenges received at the Commission
office by the close of the written comment period and/or com-
ments received at the public hearing.

3. The Commission shall consider the challenges contained in
the monograph.

4. No new issues will be raised before the Commission that
were not printed in the monograph of challenges.

5. Items not challenged but affected as a result of an action on
another item may also be considered at the Commission meeting
to eliminate conflict, duplication or overlap.

6. Commission Action. The Commission shall take one of the
following actions on each item. All amendments to code change



2001 CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 1-902
(Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.)

submittals as submitted require the approval of the proposing
agency. Proposing agencies may withdraw their code change sub-
mittals at any time.

A. Challenges.

(1) The Commission approves a challenge. The chal-
lenge includes a substantiating reason.

(2) The Commission disapproves a challenge. The
Commission explains a reason for disapproval.

B. Code Advisory Committee Recommendations.

(1) The Commission approves a recommendation. The
recommendation includes a substantiating reason.

(2) The Commission disapproves a recommendation.
The Commission explains a reason for disapproval.

C. Code Change Submittal.

(1) Approve. The Commission approves a proposed
code change as submitted. The change is justified in
terms of Health and Safety Code Section 18930.

(2) Disapprove. The Commission disapproves a pro-
posed code change as not justified in terms of Health
and Safety Code Section 18930.

(3) Further Study Required. The Commission finds
that a proposed code change has merit but does not
meet specified criteria of Health and Safety Code
Section 18930. The change requires further study
and justification by the proposing agency. The pro-
posed code change may be submitted in the next
code adoption cycle with further study and justifica-
tion.

(4) Approve as Amended. The Commission approves
a proposed code change as modified by the propos-
ing agency director or written authorized represen-
tative. No modification shall be made that
materially alters a requirement, right, responsibility,
condition or prescription in the text made available
for comment in accordance with Article 1-3 of this
part. The proposing agency shall justify the modifi-
cation pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section
18930 in an amended justification consistent with
the approval action submitted to the Commission
within 10 working days. Failure to submit the
amended justification within that time is cause for
disapproval.

(5) Withdrawal. The proposed code change is out of
the code adoption cycle. Only the proposing agency
may withdraw a proposed code change.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18929.1, 18949.6 and 18931(f).
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 18927, 18929 through 18932,
18934, 18935, 18936, 18949.1, 18949.2, 18949.3, 18949.5 and 18949.6.

1-902. Code Advisory Committee(s).

(a) Standing Code Advisory Committees. The Commission
shall establish the following standing code advisory committees.

1. Accessibility

2. Plumbing, Electrical, Mechanical, and Energy
3. Building, Fire, and Other Regulations

4. Structural Design/Lateral Forces

5. Health Facilities

(b) Special Code Advisory Committee. The Commission
may establish one or more special code advisory committees

when it determines that a subject in the code needs to be exten-
sively revised or that a complex subject which needs to be regu-
lated is not covered or that the content of a proposed code change
warrants special technical review.

(c) Quorum. A majority of the members of the “code advisory
committee(s)” shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business. A majority of the members present shall constitute a
quorum for determining the outcome of a vote.

(d) Members. The code advisory committee(s) shall be limited
to a maximum of nine members, appointed by the Commission
for one triennial code adoption cycle (three years). The appoint-
ments shall be made from organizations specifically knowledge-
able in the building standards being proposed. Members shall be
selected based on the following representations:

1. Accessibility. The Commission shall solicit nominations
from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)
(1) State Agency Representative(s)
B. Voting Member(s)

(1) Disability Access Advocate Knowledgeable in
Visually Impaired

(2) Disability Access Advocate Knowledgeable in
Hearing Impaired

(3) Disability Access Advocate Knowledgeable in
Mobility Impaired

(4) Disability Access Advocate Knowledgeable in
Environmental Health Network or Other Cogni-
tively Impaired

(5) Local Government Building Official
(6) Construction Industry

(7) Architect

(8) Fire Official

(9) Public Member

2. Plumbing, Electrical, Mechanical, and Energy. The
Commission shall solicit nominations from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)
(1) State Agency Representative(s)
B. Voting Member(s)
(1) Local Government Building Official
(2) Environmental/Energy Organization
(3) Construction Industry
(4) Architect
(5) Fire Official
(6) Public Member
(7) Energy Consultant
(8) Mechanical Engineer
(9) Electrical Engineer

3. Building, Fire and Other. The Commission shall solicit
nominations from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)
(1) State Agency Representative(s)

B. Voting Member(s)
(1) Local Government Building Official
(2) Registered Fire Protection Engineer
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(3) Construction Industry

(4) Architect

(5) Commercial Building Industry
(6) Fire Official

(7) Disability Access Advocate

4. Structural Design/Lateral Forces. The Commission shall
solicit nominations from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)
(1) State Agency Representative
B. Voting Member(s)
(1) Two (2) Structural Engineers
(2) Architect
(3) General Contractor
(4) Local Government Building Official

5. Health Facilities. The Commission shall solicit nomina-
tions from:

A. Ex-Officio Member(s)
(1) State Agency Representative(s)
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B. Voting Member(s)
(1) Acute Care Hospital Representative
(2) Skilled Nursing Facility Representative
(3) Architect
(4) General Contractor
(5) Mechanical Engineer
(6) Electrical Engineer
(7) Fire Protection Engineer
(8) Local Government Building Official
(9) Primary Care or Specialty Clinic Representative

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 18929.1, 18949.6 and 18931(f).

Reference: Health and Safety Code Sections 18927, 18929.1, 18931 (f),
18934, 18936 and 18949.6.

HISTORY:

1. (BSC 2/92) Regular order by the California Building Standards Com-
mission to adopt Section 1-901, Part 1, Title 24, California Code of Reg-
ulations. Filed with the secretary of state February 10, 1994; effective
March 12,1994. Approved by the Office of Administrative Law on Feb-
ruary 10, 1994.
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APPENDIX

Article 1-7. State Building Standards Commission,
Coordinating Council and Advisory Panels

1-701. Conflict of Interest Code Appendix. Disclosure Category
Designated Employees All designated employees shall report all investments and
Secretary, State and Consumer Services Agency sources of income and all interest in real property.
Designated Chair Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 18931 and Government Code Sec-
Commissioners tion 81000 et seq. .
. . Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 18931 and Government Code Sec-
Executive Director tion 81000 et seq.
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ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS FOR THE
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT (HCD-2)

CHAPTER 2

[RESERVED]

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS FOR THE
OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL (SFM)

CHAPTER 3
[RESERVED]
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CHAPTER 4. ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS FOR THE DIVISION OF THE
STATE ARCHITECT—STRUCTURAL SAFETY (DSA/SS)

Article 1. Essential Services Buildings

4-201. Purpose. Essential services buildings constructed pur-
suant to these rules and regulations shall be designed and
constructed to resist gravity forces, to minimize fire hazards and
to resist, insofar as practical, the forces generated by winds and
major earthquakes of the intensity and severity of the strongest
anticipated at the building site without catastrophic collapse, but
may experience some repairable architectural or structural dam-
age. An essential services building as designed and constructed
shall be capable of providing essential services to the public after
a disaster. In addition, the equipment and other accessories which
are necessary for the continued functioning of the essential ser-
vices operation shall be anchored and braced to resist earthquake
forces.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16001.

4-202. Scope. These regulations apply to the administrative pro-
cedures concerning the construction, reconstruction, alteration of
or addition to any essential services building under the jurisdic-
tion of a city, city and county, county (including special fire dis-
tricts) or the State of California.

When the enforcement agency is the Division of the State Ar-
chitect (DSA) all parts of the California Building Standards Code,
as contained in Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations and
adopted by that agency designate the building regulations which
shall apply to an essential services building. The term “essential
services building” shall include all buildings, structures, appurte-
nances and related systems or facilities as defined in Section
4-207.

These rules and regulations establish reasonable standards and
minimum requirements for the design and construction of an es-
sential services building. An essential services building shall also
be designed and constructed to conform to the regulations
adopted by the California State Fire Marshal in Title 24, CCR, for
the particular occupancy concerned.

When the enforcement agency is a local agency, the locally
adopted editions of the model codes and the administrative regu-
lations contained in Part 1 (Sections 4-201 through 4-222 and
4-243 through 4-249) Title 24, California Code of Regulations
(CCR) designate the building regulations which shall apply to an
essential services building. The term “essential services build-
ing” shall include all buildings, structures, appurtenances and re-
lated systems or facilities as defined in Section 4-207.

If the building standards and regulations adopted by the city,
city and county or county agency responsible for building safety
are more restrictive than those adopted in the applicable sections
of Title 24, CCR, then the local building standards and regula-
tions shall govern within its jurisdiction.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16001.

4-203. Interpretation. No regulation shall be construed to de-
prive the enforcing agency of its right to exercise the powers con-
ferred upon it by law or limit the enforcing agency in such
enforcement as is necessary to secure the safety of construction as
required in the Essential Services Seismic Safety Act (see “Act,”
Section 4-207.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16001.

4-204. Delegation of Authority. Any powers, duties and respon-
sibilities pursuant to carrying out the provisions of the Essential
Services Buildings Seismic Safety Act for the State Architect
may be delegated by the State Architect to the Chief Structural
Engineer, Division of the State Architect, subject to the direction
of the State Architect.

Those powers, duties and responsibilities so delegated may in-
clude the observation of the implementation and administration
of the Act, the adoption in consultation with local jurisdictions of
the regulations necessary for carrying out the provisions of the
Act, providing advice and assistance to local jurisdictions in mat-
ters concerning the Act or these regulations and acting as an ap-
peals agency relative to the administration of the Act.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

4-205. Application of Building Standards. Building standards
are set forth in Parts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 12 of Title 24, CCR, and
have been adopted as a basis for the approval of plans and specifi-
cations. These regulations shall not be construed to prevent the
use of higher design standards nor to restrict the use of new or in-
novative design or construction techniques.

Where the designer desires to use innovative design or
construction techniques not addressed in these regulations, it
shall be necessary to submit for review and approval information
including computations, test data and recommendations covering
the design in question. The Division of the State Architect or local
enforcement agency must be satisfied that the degree of safety
achieved is equivalent to that achieved by the standards contained
in Title 24, CCR. The enforcement agency review and approval of
the innovative design or construction techniques shall precede the
submission of plans and specifications utilizing these techniques.
Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16001.

4-206. Approval of New Essential Services Buildings. Plans
and specifications shall be submitted to the appropriate enforce-
ment agency for every new owned or leased essential services
building before the plans are adopted by the governing board, au-
thority, owner, corporation or other agency proposing to construct
any essential services building.

Before any agency may convert an existing building into an es-
sential services building, that agency shall submit plans and spec-
ifications for the alteration of the building to the appropriate
enforcement agency for approval. The plans shall provide for the
alterations necessary for compliance with the requirements of
these rules and regulations.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16011.

4-207. Definitions. The words defined in this section shall have
the meaning stated therein throughout the rules and regulations
contained in Part I (Administrative), Title 24, CCR.

“Act” shall mean the Essential Services Buildings Seismic
Safety Act of 1986, Sections 16000-16023, inclusive, of the
Health and Safety Code.

“Addition” shall mean an increase in floor area or volume of
enclosed space which is physically attached to an existing build-
ing by connections which are required for transmitting vertical or
horizontal loads between the addition and the existing structure.
The area exemption in Section 16010 of the Act does not apply to
additions to essential services buildings when the total area of the
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existing building and the addition exceeds 2000 square feet. An
“addition” which is not required to be physically attached either
for its own support or for support of the existing building shall be
separated as required by Part 2, Title 24, CCR, and shall be
deemed to be the construction of a new essential services build-
ing.

“Alteration” shall mean changes within an existing building as
defined in Part 2, Title 24, CCR. Alterations to existing essential
services buildings shall conform to the requirements of Title 24,
CCR. Major alterations will be permitted provided the entire es-
sential services building as modified, including the structural
alterations or additions, conform to the requirements of Title 24,
CCR, if the area of the existing building, including additions, ex-
ceeds 2,000 square feet.

“Approved Plans and Specifications” shall mean plans, speci-
fications, addenda and change orders which have been duly
approved by the appropriate enforcement agency pursuant to Sec-
tions 16013 and 16016 of the Health and Safety Code and which
are identified by a stamp bearing the name of the enforcement
agency, the identification number, the date and the signature of
the qualified reviewer as required in Section 16011 of the act.

“Complying Building” shall mean a building which has been
constructed or reconstructed in accordance with these rules and
regulations.

“Division of the State Architect,” or “Division” or the initials
“DSA” shall mean the Division of the State Architect in the De-
partment of General Services, State of California.

“Enforcement Agency” shall mean the Division of the State
Architect for state-owned or state-leased buildings and shall
mean the enforcement agency of any city, county or city and
county having jurisdiction over locally owned or locally leased
essential services facilities.

“Essential Services Building” means any building, or any
building a portion of which is used or designed to be used as a fire
station, police station, emergency operations center, California
Highway Patrol office, sheriff’s office or emergency communica-
tion dispatch center.

“Equipment” shall mean all new or replacement equipment
installed in any new or existing owned or leased building which is
required for the functioning of the essential services operation.
The installation of such equipment shall meet the support, bracing
and anchorage requirements of Title 24, CCR. The area exemp-
tion in Section 16010 of the Act does not apply to the anchorage or
bracing of equipment necessary to the operation of the essential
services function.

“Fire Station” shall mean any building that contains the opera-
tional facilities, fire suppression, alarm and communications
equipment necessary to respond to fire emergencies.

“Maintenance” shall mean and include ordinary upkeep or re-
pair work such as replacement in kind, repainting, replastering
and reroofing.

“New Essential Services Building” shall mean any newly
erected essential services building or any existing building con-
verted to essential services use subsequent to the effective date of
the act regardless of whether the building is owned or leased by
the public agency. Existing buildings housing essential services
facilities owned or leased by the state, a city, a city and county ora
county prior to the effective date of the act are exempt from these
regulations except for the installation of new or replacement
equipment. When a portion of a building is to be utilized for an
essential services operation, the area so utilized and the utilities
systems and components servicing the area shall be constructed
according to these rules and regulations and shall be separated or
protected from damage due to failures of other portions of the
structure to the extent determined by the enforcement agency to
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insure continued functioning after an earthquake or other disaster.
Ancillary buildings and facilities related to the essential services
building function may be exempt from these regulations if the en-
forcement agency determines that such buildings and facilities
are not necessary to the functioning of the essential services
operation after an earthquake or other disaster.

“Nonstructural Alterations” shall mean only such alterations
which do not affect the safety of the essential services building
and do not change, in any manner, its structural elements.

“Division of the State Architect,” or “Division” or the initials
“DSA” shall mean the Division of the State Architect in the De-
partment of General Services, State of California.

“Owner” for the purposes of these regulations shall mean the
public agency responsible for the essential services functions per-
formed under its authority within an essential services building.
The owner is responsible for applying for and obtaining the
approvals and certifications required by these regulations.

“Plans” as used in these regulations shall mean the drawings
associated with the project such as, but not limited to, vicinity
maps, site plans, foundation plans, floor plans, ceiling plans, roof
plans, cross-sections, interior elevations, exterior elevations and
details which are used in conjunction with the project specifica-
tions and which are necessary to accomplish construction in con-
formance with the requirements of the act.

“Police Station” shall mean any building that contains the op-
erational facilities and the alarm and communications equipment
necessary to respond to police emergencies. This definition shall
include the offices of local police departments, county sheriffs,
California Highway Patrol and all offices necessary to the func-
tioning of the essential services operation after an earthquake or
other disaster.

“Project Inspector” shall mean any individual duly approved
by the enforcement agency as the on-site inspector for a particular
project. The project inspector shall be employed and paid by the
owner and shall act under the general direction of the architect or
registered engineer in general responsible charge of the project
and under the supervision of the enforcement agency. The project
inspector shall be responsible for inspecting all work included in
the construction contract, except for work that must be inspected
by an approved special inspector. (See Section 4-211 (c) for spe-
cial inspection.)

“Reconstruction” is the repair of damage to an existing com-
plying essential services building or an alteration of an existing
non-complying building to bring it into conformance with the
safety standards established by these regulations for essential ser-
vices buildings.

“Registered Engineer” as used in these regulations shall meana
structural engineer, civil engineer, mechanical engineer or electri-
cal engineer holding a valid certificate under Chapter 7, Division
3, of the California Business and Professions Code.

“Specifications” as used in these regulations shall mean the
written document which is used in conjunction with the project
plans to establish the job conditions, the quality and quantity of
construction materials used in the project and the quality of work-
manship required to accomplish the construction in conformance
with the provisions of the act.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16003, 16011, 16018 and 16019.

4-208. Application for Approval of Drawings and
Specifications.

(a) Before adopting plans and specifications, the agency re-
sponsible for the essential services function shall submit an ap-
plication to the appropriate enforcing agency for written approval
of said plans and specifications except where the new construc-
tion is a Type V or Type II-N one-story structure which contains
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2000 square feet or less of floor area and is not located in a special
studies zone as defined in Section 2622 of the Public Resources
Code.

(b) An architect, structural engineer or civil engineer may act as
the agent for the essential services agency when filing the ap-
plication for approval of plans and specifications.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16010, 16011 and 16015.

4-209. Designation of Responsibilities.

(a) General Responsible Charge. For every essential services
building project there shall be an architect, structural engineer or
civil engineer in general responsible charge of plans, specifica-
tions and observation of construction, except that plans, specifi-
cations and observation of construction may be under the
responsible charge of a registered mechanical or electrical engi-
neer for work involving only those respective branches of engi-
neering. A project may be divided into parts, provided that each
part is clearly defined by a building or similar distinct unit. The
part, so defined, shall include all portions and utility systems or
facilities necessary to the complete functioning of that part. Sepa-
rate assignments of general responsible charge may be made for
the parts.

(b) Delegation of Responsibility. The architect, structural en-
gineer or civil engineer in general responsible charge may dele-
gate responsibility for any portion of the work to, or may employ,
or retain other architects, structural engineers or civil engineers.
Registered mechanical and electrical engineers may be delegated
responsibility for the mechanical and electrical portions of the
work, respectively.

(c) Evidence of Responsibility. The stamp and signature of the
architect or registered engineer on a plan, specification, or other
document shall be deemed evidence that full responsibility is as-
sumed by the signator for the work shown thereon, including also
those portions of the accompanying computations, specifications
or plans which pertain to such work.

(d) Alternates. The applicant, or the architect or registered en-
gineer having general or delegated responsibility, may name one
or more persons to act as alternate(s) for the design and/or ob-
servations of the work of construction provided such persons are
architects or registered engineers who themselves are qualified
under these regulations to assume the responsibility assigned.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16011, 16012 and 16015.

4-210. Plans, Specifications, Computations and Other Data.

(a) General. When an application is filed, it shall be accompa-
nied by the required number of complete sets of the plans and
specifications, the complete structural design calculations, site
data and a fee as established by the enforcement agency.

(b) Plans. Plans shall show the use or occupancy of all parts of
the essential services buildings and shall give such other informa-
tion as may be required to indicate the nature of the work pro-
posed and to show compliance with the act and these regulations.
The drawings shall be legible and sufficiently detailed and cross-
referenced to show clearly the pertinent features of the construc-
tion, and shall have sufficient dimensions to be readily
interpreted. Where a project includes several buildings, the plans
for each shall be drawn independently except that details com-
mon to all need not be repeated. Submitted plans and specifica-
tions, which are obviously incomplete or incorrect, shall be
returned to the architect or registered engineer in general respon-
sible charge with a request for compliance with these regulations
before checking is begun or resumed by the enforcement agency.

(c) Specifications. Specifications shall completely set forth the
requirements for the various types of materials that will enter into
the permanent construction and shall describe the methods not
covered in the technical regulations which are to be used to obtain
the required quality of the work shown on the plans and described
in the specifications.

(d) Design Computations. Computations, stress diagrams and
other pertinent data shall accompany the plans and specifications
and shall be sufficiently complete so that calculations for individ-
ual structural members can be readily interpreted. The computa-
tions shall be prefaced by a statement clearly and concisely
outlining the basis for the structural design and indicating the
manner in which the proposed essential services building will re-
sist vertical loads and horizontal forces. The computations shall
be sufficiently complete to establish that the structure will resist
the loads and forces prescribed in Part 2, Title 24, CCR. Assumed
safe bearing pressures on soils and specified strengths of concrete
shall be given in the computations and noted on the plans. Where
unusual conditions occur, such additional data as are pertinent to
the work shall be submitted.

(e) Site Data. Site data for all essential services buildings cov-
ered by these regulations shall include a soil investigation report
providing information on subsurface site work and laboratory
testing, an evaluation of site soil conditions, a recommendation
for the type of foundation to be used and an allowable design val-
ue for the soil bearing capacity. For all essential services building
sites not exempted from the provisions of the act, a geologic and
earthquake hazard report including an evaluation of both known
and potentially active local and regional fault systems, slope sta-
bility, liquefaction potential and other hazards shall be prepared
by competent persons and submitted with the application, plans
and specifications. All or parts of the geologic and earthquake
hazard investigation and report may be waived by the enforce-
ment agency when in the judgment of the enforcement agency
those requirements are unnecessary and would not be beneficial
to public safety.

(f) Signatures Required. All plans and specifications sub-
mitted for approval shall bear the stamp and signature of the archi-
tect or professional engineer in general responsible charge of
design. When responsibility for a portion of the work has been
delegated, the plans and specifications covering that portion of
design shall also bear the stamp and signature of the responsible
registered engineer or architect.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16009, 16011, 16012, 16013 and
16014.

4-211. Observation and Inspection of Construction.

(a) Observation by Architect or Registered Engineer. The
Act provides that the observation of the work of construction,
reconstruction, alteration or addition shall be under the general
responsible charge of an architect, structural engineer, civil en-
gineer or, under certain conditions, a registered mechanical or
electrical engineer for work involving only those respective
branches of engineering. A geotechnical engineer shall provide
the observation for placement of fills and shall submit a verified
report attesting to the compliance of the engineered fill.

(b) Inspection by Project Inspector. The owner must provide
for and require competent, adequate and continuous inspection of
all construction work by a project inspector approved for each in-
dividual project by the enforcement agency. The project inspector
so approved shall cooperate with the architect or registered engi-
neer in general responsible charge of the observation of the work
of construction to ensure compliance with the approved drawings
and specifications. The project inspector shall request interpreta-
tions and clarifications of the approved contract drawings and
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specifications when necessary from the responsible architect or
registered engineer.

For every project there shall be a project inspector who shall
have personal knowledge as defined in Section 16021 of the
Health and Safety Code of all work done on the project or its parts.
On large projects adequate inspection may require the employ-
ment of one or more approved assistant inspectors. The employ-
ment of special inspectors or assistant inspectors shall not be
construed as relieving the project inspector of his/her duties and
responsibilities under Sections 4-214 and 4-219 of these regula-
tions. The project inspector shall, under the direction of the archi-
tect or engineer, be responsible for monitoring the work of the
special inspectors and testing laboratories to ensure that the spe-
cial inspection and testing program is satisfactorily completed.

No work shall be carried out except under the inspection of the
project inspector approved by the enforcement agency, The proj-
ect inspector shall have had at least three years equivalent experi-
ence in construction work of a type similar to that for which
he/she is proposed as inspector, shall have a thorough knowledge
of building materials, and shall be able to read and interpret plans
and specifications.

The cost of project inspection shall be paid for by the owner
(see “Project Inspector” definition in Section 4-207).

(c) Special Inspection. Special inspection by inspectors spe-
cially approved by the enforcement agency may be required for
masonry construction, glued laminated lumber fabrication, wood
framing using timber connectors, concrete batching, shotcrete,
prestressed concrete, structural steel fabrication, high strength
steel bolt installations, welding, pile driving, electrical work or
mechanical work. The cost of all special inspectors required by
this section shall be paid for by the owner.

The project inspector may perform special inspections if the
project inspector has been specially approved for such purposes
and has the time available to complete the special inspections in
addition to project inspection work.

The detailed inspection of all work covered by this section is
the responsibility of the project inspector when special inspection
is not provided. The enforcement agency may require special in-
spection for shop fabrication procedures that preclude the com-
plete inspection of the work after assembly. The enforcement
agency may require special inspection at the site in addition to
those listed above if found necessary because of the special use of
material or methods of construction.

Approved special inspectors shall submit verified reports as
required by Section 4-214, for the special work covered. Special
inspectors shall periodically submit reports of inspections to the
enforcement agency, the architect, the registered engineer re-
sponsible for the observation of structural work, and the project
inspector. Construction work that the special inspector finds not
to be in compliance with the approved plans and specifications,
and which is not immediately corrected upon notifying the con-
tractor, shall be reported immediately to the project inspector, the
enforcement agency, the architect and the registered engineer re-
sponsible for observation of the structural work.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16015, 16017, 16020 and 16021.

4-212. Supervision of Construction by the Enforcement
Agency. During the construction, reconstruction, repair, alter-
ation of or addition to any essential services building, the enforce-
ment agency as provided in the Act, shall make such site visits
and observations as in its judgment is necessary or proper for en-
forcement of the Act and the protection of the safety of the occu-
pants of the building and the public. If at any time as the work
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progresses it is found that modifications or changes are necessary
to achieve compliance with building standards, the enforcement
agency shall direct the architect or registered engineer in general
responsible charge to prepare and submit documents covering
such modifications or changes for the review and approval of the
enforcement agency.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16001, 16009 and 16020.

4-213. Tests.

(a) General. Tests of materials are required as set forth in the
approved plans and specifications and in Part 2, Title 24, CCR.
Where job conditions warrant, the architect or registered engineer
may waive certain tests with the approval of the enforcement
agency. A list of all required tests of materials and of all required
special inspections shall be prepared and submitted by the archi-
tect, structural engineer, or civil engineer in general responsible
charge of the project at the time the plans and specifications are
stamped for identification by the enforcement agency.

(b) Test Sampling. Test samples or specimens of material for
testing may be taken by the architect or registered engineer, the
architect’s or engineer’s representative, the project inspector, or a
representative of the testing agency. In no case shall the contrac-
tor, his employee or a vendor select the samples or specimens.

(c) Test Reports. One copy of all test reports shall be for-
warded by the testing agency to the enforcement agency, the
architect, the registered engineer responsible for observation of
the structural work, and the project inspector. Such reports shall
include all tests made, regardless of whether such tests indicate
that the material is satisfactory or unsatisfactory. Records of spe-
cial sampling operations shall also be reported. The reports shall
show that the material or materials were sampled and tested in ac-
cordance with the requirements of these regulations and with the
approved plans and specifications. In the case of masonry or con-
crete, test reports shall show the specified design strength. Test
reports shall also state whether or not the material or materials
tested comply with the requirements of the approved plans and
specifications.

(d) Verification of Test Reports. Each testing agency shall
submit to the enforcement agency a verified report, covering all
tests and inspections which were required to be performed as of
the date that work on the projectis suspended or the services of the
testing laboratory are terminated, and at the completion of the
project, covering all of required tests and inspections. The veri-
fied report shall be signed, under penalty of perjury, by the pro-
fessional engineer charged with engineering managerial
responsibility for the laboratory. The verified report shall indicate
that all tests and inspections were made as required by the
approved plans and specifications, and shall list any noncom-
pliant tests or inspections that have not been resolved by the date
of the verified report. In the event that not all required tests or in-
spections were made by the laboratory making this verified re-
port, those tests and inspections not made shall be listed on the
verified report.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16009, 16020 and 16021.

4-214. Verified Reports. Sections 16020 and 16021 ofthe Actre-
quire that from time to time as the work of construction prog-
resses, the architect or registered engineer in charge of
observation of the work, each architect or registered engineer del-
egated responsibility for observation of a portion of the work, the
project inspector, approved special inspectors, and the contractor
shall each make and sign under penalty of perjury, a duly verified
report to the enforcement agency upon a prescribed form or
forms, showing that of his or her own personal knowledge the
work during the period covered by the report has been performed
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and materials have been used and installed in every material re-
spect in compliance with the duly approved plans and specifica-
tions, and setting forth such detailed statement of fact as shall be
required.

The term “personal knowledge” as applied to an architect or
registered engineer means the personal knowledge that is
obtained from periodic visits of reasonable frequency to the proj-
ect site for the purpose of general observation of the work, and
that is obtained from the reporting of others on the progress of the
work, testing of materials, inspection and superintendence of the
work. The exercise of reasonable diligence to obtain the facts is
required.

The term “personal knowledge” as applied to an inspector
means the actual personal knowledge that is obtained from the in-
spector’s personal continuous inspection of the work in all stages
of its progress. For work performed away from the site, the project
inspector may obtain personal knowledge from the reporting of
testing or special inspection of materials and workmanship for
compliance with approved plans, specifications and applicable
standards. The exercise of reasonable diligence to obtain the facts
is required.

The term “personal knowledge” as applied to the contractor
means the personal knowledge gained from constructing the
building. The exercise of reasonable diligence to obtain the facts
is required.

See Article 2, Section 4-240 and Article 3, Section 4-249 for the
reporting requirements to state and local enforcement agencies,
respectively.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 16020, 16021 and 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16020 and 16021.

4-215. Changes in the Approved Drawings and
Specifications.

(a) General. All work shall be executed in accordance with the
approved plans and specifications except where documents au-
thorizing changes have been submitted by the responsible archi-
tect or registered engineer to the enforcement agency for review
and approval. These documents shall describe the authorized
changes, show the increase or decrease in the contract cost in-
volved and shall contain the signatures of the responsible archi-
tect or registered engineer and the owner and shall bear the
approval stamp of the enforcement agency.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16011, 16013 and 16015.

4-216. Final Certification of Compliance. The certification of
compliance for the essential services building shall be issued by
the enforcement agency when the project has been completed in
accordance with the requirements as to safety of design and
construction with Sections 16000-16023 of the Health and Safety
Code (Essential Services Buildings Seismic Safety Act) and with
the requirements of these regulations. The certification of com-
pliance will be evidenced by a letter or a certificate of occupancy
each of which shall contain a statement that the building design
and review and the work of construction have been completed in
accordance with the requirements of Sections 16000 through
16023 of the Health and Safety Code and of Part 1, Title 24, CCR.
The certificate of compliance will be directed to the owner of the
essential services building.

Local enforcement agencies shall forward one copy of the cer-
tification of compliance to the DSA Headquarters Office in Sacra-
mento.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16009 and 16022.

4-217. Duties of the Architect and Registered Engineers.

(a) General. The architect or registered engineer is responsible
to the owner and to the enforcement agency to see that the com-
pleted work conforms in every material respect to these regula-
tions and the approved plans and specifications. The architect or
registered engineer may, if so authorized, act as agent for the own-
er in completing and submitting the application to the enforce-
ment agency.

The architect or registered engineer, in no way, is relieved of
any responsibility by the activities of the enforcement agency in
the performance of its duties.

(b) General Responsible Charge. The architect or registered
engineer in general responsible charge shall advise the owner in
regard to filing of the application for approval of plans, the selec-
tion of a project inspector and the selection of a testing laboratory.
The architect or registered engineer shall prepare the plans, speci-
fications, design computations and other data and shall prepare
documents authorizing changes in the approved drawings and
specifications when so directed by the owner or as required by
conditions on the project. The architect or registered engineer
shall make, or cause to be made, the corrections required on the
various documents to comply with the requirements of these reg-
ulations and shall provide the project inspector and testing agency
with a complete set of stamped plans, specifications and docu-
ments authorizing changes.

The enforcement agency directs all technical correspondence
to the architect or registered engineer in general responsible
charge of the project.

(c) Verified Reports. All architects and registered engineers
having responsibility for observation of the work of construction
shall maintain such personal contact with the project as is neces-
sary to assure themselves of compliance in every material respect
with the approved plans and specifications and shall submit veri-
fied reports to the enforcement agency as required in Section
4-214. The architect or registered engineer in general responsible
charge shall be responsible for the timely submittal of the required
verified reports from the project inspector, the contractor and any
other architects or engineers who have been delegated responsi-
bility for observation of the work.

(d) Testing Program. The architect or registered engineer in
general responsible charge shall establish the extent of the testing
of materials consistent with the needs of the particular project and
shall issue specific instructions to the testing agency. The archi-
tect or registered engineer shall also notify the enforcement
agency as to the disposition of materials noted on laboratory re-
ports as not conforming to the approved plans and specifications.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16015 and 16020.

4-218. Duties of the Mechanical and Electrical Engineers. The
architect, structural engineer or civil engineer in general responsi-
ble charge retains overall responsibility for the mechanical and
electrical portions of the work when the design responsibility for
that work has been delegated and the plans have been prepared by
registered mechanical and electrical engineers.

Where plans, specifications, and estimates for alterations or
repairs only involve mechanical or electrical work, said plans,
specifications and estimates may be prepared and the work of
construction observed by aregistered mechanical or electrical en-
gineer, respectively, who shall be in general responsible charge.

The mechanical or electrical engineer shall fulfill the duties
outlined in Section 4-217 when assuming general responsible
charge and shall submit verified reports as required in Section
4-214. When accepting delegated responsibility, the mechanical
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or electrical engineer shall comply with the requirements of Sec-
tions 4-209 and 4-210 insofar as these may relate to the delegated
work.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16015.

4-219. Duties of the Project Inspector.

(a) General. The project inspector shall act under the general
direction of the architect or registered engineer and under the su-
pervision of the enforcement agency.

(b) Duties. The general duties of the project inspector in fulfil-
ling project inspection responsibilities are as follows:

1. Continuous Inspection Requirements. The project in-
spector must have actual personal knowledge obtained by person-
al and continuous inspection of the work of construction in all
stages of its progress that the requirements of the approved plans
and specifications are being executed.

Continuous inspection means complete inspection of every
part of the work. Work, such as concrete work or masonry work
which can be inspected only as it is placed, shall require the
constant presence of the project inspector. Other types of work
which can be completely inspected after the work is installed may
be carried on while the project inspector is not present. In any
case, the project inspector must personally inspect every part of
the work. In no case shall the projectinspector have or assume any
duties which will prevent him or her from providing continuous
inspection.

The project inspector may obtain personal knowledge of the
work of construction, either on-site or off-site, from the inspec-
tions performed by special inspectors or approved assistant in-
spectors and from the reporting of others on testing and inspection
of materials and workmanship for compliance with the plans,
specifications and applicable standards. The exercise of reason-
able diligence to obtain the facts shall be required.

2. Relations with the Architect or Engineer. The project in-
spector shall work under the general direction of the architect or
registered engineer. Any uncertainties in the inspector’s compre-
hension of the plans and specifications shall be reported promptly
to the architect or registered engineer for his/her interpretation
and instructions. In no case shall the instructions of the architect
or registered engineer be construed to cause work to be done
which is not in conformity with the approved plans, specifications
and documents authorizing changes.

3. Job File. The project inspector shall keep a file of approved
plans and specifications (including all approved documents au-
thorizing changes) on the job at all times.

4. Construction Procedure Records. The project inspector
shall keep a record of certain construction procedures including,
but not limited to the following:

A. Concrete pouring operations. The records show the time
and date of placing concrete and the time and date of re-
moval of forms in each portion of the structure.

B. Welding operations. The record shall include identifica-
tion marks of welders, lists of defective welds, manner
of correction of defects, etc.

C. Penetration under the last ten (10) blows for each pile
when piles are driven for foundations. All such records
of construction procedures shall be kept on the job until
the completion of the work. These records shall be made
a part of the permanent records of the owner.

5. Deviations. The project inspector shall notify the contrac-
tor, in writing, of any deviations from the approved plans and
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specifications which are not immediately corrected by the con-
tractor when brought to the contractor’s attention. Copies of such
notice shall be forwarded immediately to the architect or regis-
tered engineer and to the enforcement agency.

Failure on the part of the project inspector to notify the contrac-
tor of deviations from the approved plans and specifications shall
in no way relieve the contractor of any responsibility to complete
the work covered by his or her contract in accordance with the
approved plans and specifications and all laws and regulations.

6. Verified Reports. The project inspector shall submit to the
enforcement agency verified reports as required in Section 4-214.

(c) Violations. Failure, refusal or neglect on the part of the proj-
ect inspector to notify the contractor of any work that does not
comply with the requirements of the approved plans and specifi-
cations, or failure, refusal or neglect to report immediately, in
writing any such violation to the architect or registered engineer,
to the owner and to the enforcement agency shall constitute a
violation of the Act and shall be cause for the enforcement agency
to take action, which may result in withdrawal of the inspector’s
approval.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16021.

4-220. Duties of the Contractor.

(a) Responsibilities. It is the duty of the contractor to complete
the work covered by his or her contract in accordance with the ap-
proved plans and specifications therefore. The contractor in no
way is relieved of any responsibility by the activities of the archi-
tect, registered engineer, project inspector or the enforcement
agency in the performance of their duties.

(b) Performance of the Work. The contractor shall study care-
fully the approved plans and specifications and shall plan his
schedule of operations well ahead of time. If at any time it is dis-
covered the work is being done that is not in accordance with the
approved plans and specifications, the contractor shall correct the
work immediately.

All inconsistencies or items which appear to be in error in the
plans and specifications shall be promptly called to the attention
of the architect or registered engineer, through the project inspec-
tor, for interpretation or correction. In no case, however, shall the
instruction of the architect or registered engineer be construed to
cause work to be done that is not in conformity with the approved
plans, specifications and change orders, and standards.

The contractor must notify the project inspector, in advance, of
the commencement of construction of each and every aspect of
the work.

(c) Verified Reports. The contractor shall make and submit to
the enforcement agency from time to time, verified reports as
required in Section 4-214.

If work on the building is being done by independent contrac-
tors having contracts with the owner, verified reports shall be sub-
mitted by each contractor regardless of the type of work involved.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16021.

4-221. Records. DSA shall maintain a record of the approved
plans, specifications, addenda, change orders and letters of certi-
fication for state-owned or state-leased essential services build-
ings which have been certified as complying with the provisions
of the Act. DSA shall also maintain a record of the letters of com-
pliance for essential services buildings built under the jurisdiction
oflocal enforcement agencies which have been submitted to DSA
by those agencies.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
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4-222. Advisory Board.

(a) General. The State Architect may appoint an advisory
board whose duty it is to serve in an advisory capacity to DSA in
connection with administrative matters and with reference to reg-
ulations and requirements pertaining to the administration of the
Act. This board shall also act as a board of review to which appeal
can be made by owners, architects, engineers or other interested
parties in case of disagreement with the interpretation by the local
enforcement agencies and/or local appeals board of the Essential
Services Buildings Seismic Safety Act or the regulations adopted
pursuant thereto. For state agencies, the Advisory Board shall act
as an appeals board for disagreements with the rulings, decisions,
interpretations or acts of DSA.

(b) Membership. The said board shall consist of nine members
appointed by the State Architect and four ex-officio members
who are: State Architect, the Chief Structural Engineer of DSA,
the California State Fire Marshal, the Executive Director of the
Building Standards Commission and the Chairman of the Seismic
Safety Commission. The ex-officio board members may appoint
alternates to serve on the board as their representatives. Of the ap-
pointive members, one shall be an architect, one shall be a struc-
tural engineer, one shall be a civil engineer, one shall be a
mechanical engineer or an electrical engineer, one shall be a rep-
resentative of the League of California Cities, one shall be arepre-
sentative of the County Supervisors Association, one shall be a
representative of the California Building Officials, one shall be a
representative of the California Fire Chiefs Association and one
shall be a representative of a law enforcement agency.

The appointive members shall serve at the pleasure of the State
Architect. The State Architect will select appointive members
from nominations solicited from the California Council, Ameri-
can Institute of Architects, the Structural Engineers Association
of California, the Consulting Engineers and Land Surveyors As-
sociation of California, the California Building Officials, the
League of California Cities, the County Supervisors Association,
the California Peace Officers Association and from the California
Fire Chiefs Association. The State Architect may also appoint
additional ex-officio members. Ex-officio members are not en-
titled to vote in board actions.

(c) Meetings. The board shall elect its own chairperson and
vice-chairperson and shall convene upon the call of the chair-
person or the State Architect whenever it may be necessary in the
chairperson’s or State Architect’s judgment for the board to meet.
The board shall adopt such rules of procedure as are necessary to
enable it to perform the obligations delegated to it. The chairper-
son of the board shall at his or her discretion or upon the instruc-
tion of the board designate subcommittees to study and report
back to the board on any technical subject or matter for which an
independent study is desired or regarding appeals which are made
to the board from interpretations of the enforcement agencies.
The board members will be reimbursed for their reasonable ex-
penses in attending meetings but shall receive no compensation
for their services.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

Article 2. State Buildings

4-223. General. The provisions of Article 1 and Article 2 of these
regulations shall apply to state-owned or state-leased essential
services buildings. Article 2 requirements do not apply to essen-
tial services buildings under the jurisdiction of local enforcement
agencies.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16001.

4-224. Application for DSA Approval of Drawings and
Specifications.

(a) The written approval of drawings and specifications shall
consist of a letter issued by DSA when the procedures of Section
4-229 of these regulations are completed.

(b) The agency responsible for the essential services function
shall submit an application, for the approval of drawings and
specifications to DSA. A separate application shall be submitted
for each essential services building or group of buildings on each
site. Applications shall be submitted to DSA on Form DSA-1,
Application for Approval of Plans and Specifications. DSA forms
are available on the Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of
the DSA regional offices.

(c) The application shall contain a project name and location of
the essential services building or buildings, the name of the archi-
tect or registered engineer in general responsible charge of the
work, the names of the architects or registered engineers who
have been delegated responsibility for portions of the work (see
Section 4-209), the estimated cost of the project and all such other
information as is requested on Form DSA-1 Application for
Approval of Plans and Specifications.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16001 and 16011.

4-225. Designation of Responsibility. In addition to the require-
ments of Section 4-209, Article 1 of these regulations, the follow-
ing provisions shall apply;

(a) Delegation of Responsibility. The architect, structural
engineer or civil engineer in general responsible charge shall
employ or retain, under his/her supervision, registered mechani-
cal and electrical engineers to design and observe the construc-
tion of the mechanical and electrical portions of the work when
these elements are significant to the safety of the building or its
occupants or the continuing functioning of the building. The
requirement for observation of construction of the mechanical
and electrical portions of the work by the mechanical and electri-
cal engineers may be waived where the mechanical and electrical
elements are not considered to be significant to the safety of the
building or its occupants or its continuing functioning and when
special mechanical and electrical inspection in accordance with
Section 4-211 is provided.

No delegation to or employment or retention of others shall be
construed as relieving the architect, structural engineer or civil
engineer in general responsible charge of his/her rights, duties
and responsibilities under Section 16015 of the Act and Section
4-217 of these regulations.

(b) Assumption of Responsibility. The architect, structural
engineer or civil engineer who submits for approval plans and
specifications for any project or any portion of any project which
have been prepared by others shall assume responsibility for the
safety of design of the completed construction and for the inter-
pretation of and any necessary amplification of the plans and
specifications of the project. He/she shall stamp and sign all plans
submitted for approval to indicate his/her assumption of responsi-
bility or may in lieu thereof, stamp and sign, and submit plans pre-
pared under his/her own charge. (See Section 4-210 for other
signatures.) When an architect, structural engineer or civil engi-
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neer accepts the responsibility for completion of a project or a
portion of a project relinquished by another, that architect, struc-
tural engineer or civil engineer thereby assumes responsibility as
follows:

1. If the relinquishment occurs prior to the completion of the
design documents, all responsibility shall be assumed. [See Sec-
tion 4-225 (c) for the procedure.]

2. If the relinquishment occurs after the design drawings and
specifications have been completed and approved by the enforce-
ment agency, the assuming architect or registered engineer shall
be responsible for the construction of the project in accordance
with the design of the relinquishing architect or engineer. The
assuming architect or registered engineer shall assume responsi-
bility for the interpretation of and any necessary amplification of
the plans and specifications and shall stamp and sign any such
documents prepared for that purpose.

(c) Acceptance of Responsibility. The assumption of general
responsible charge or of delegated responsibility shall be clearly
outlined, accepted and approved by the parties concerned includ-
ing the owner. The enforcement agency shall be notified when
any change is made in the individuals in general responsible
charge or delegated responsible charge.

Form DSA-1, Application for Approval of Plans and Specifica-
tions, provides for the delegation of responsibility, but for unusual
cases, or for changes in responsibility taking place after the plans
have been submitted for approval, the delegation of responsibil-
ity, acceptances and approvals thereof, shall be submitted in letter
form, which shall include an indication that the owner has been
notified.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16011 and 16015.

4-226. Alternates in General Responsible Charge or Dele-
gated Responsible Charge. Alternates may be named on Form
DSA-1, Application for Approval of Plans and Specifications, or
in letter form. Letter forms shall be submitted to DSA prior to per-
formance of work by the alternate and shall include an indication
that the owner has been notified.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16015.

4-227. Estimate of Cost. Estimates of cost shall be based on the
cost of construction prevailing at the time the plans and specifica-
tions for the project are submitted to DSA. The estimated cost of a
project shall be increased as necessary to include the estimated
cost of every alternate building or portion thereof shown on the
plans and specifications as if each alternate building and portion
were to be constructed separately and simultaneously.

When a contract amount, or the cumulative total of two or more
contract amounts, exceeds the estimated cost by more than 30
percent, the estimated cost shall be revised. An additional fee
based on the contract amount shall be paid before proceeding with
the work. When the actual cost of constructing all the work shown
on the approved plans is less than 70 percent of the estimated cost,
a refund of overpaid fees may be claimed. (See Section 4-232 for
actual cost.)

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16009 and 16011.

4-228. Procedure for Approval of Application and Voidance
of Application.

(a) General. After DSA has completed its review of the docu-
ments submitted with the application, the checked prints of the
plans and specifications with the requests for corrections and/or
additional information noted thereon shall be returned to the
responsible architect or registered engineer. When plans and/or
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specifications require extensive corrections, a corrected set of
prints of the plans and specifications shall be submitted forreview
if requested by DSA.

When the requested corrections have been made and/or the
additional information as requested has been provided by the re-
sponsible architect or registered engineer, an employee represen-
tative of the architect or registered engineer shall return the check
set of plans and specifications along with the original plan trac-
ings, the corrected specification pages and specification master
cover sheet to DSA for backchecking. The backcheck is a com-
parison of the corrected plans and specifications with the check
set of plans and specifications and shall be accomplished either
by a conference at the DSA office between the architect or regis-
tered engineer or his/her employee representative and the check-
ing engineer or by mail in the case of minor corrections to which
all parties have agreed.

Changes in plans and specifications, other than changes neces-
sary for correction, made after submission for approval shall be
brought to the attention of DSA in writing or by submission of re-
vised plans identifying those changes clearly at the time of back-
checking. Failure to give such notice may result in the voidance of
any subsequent approval given to the plans and specifications.

All requested corrections shall be made, additional requested
information furnished or original designs justified and a list of
materials to be tested and special inspections to be made shall be
supplied to DSA at the time of backcheck. When DSA deems that
the corrected plans and specifications comply with these regula-
tions and all parts of Title 24, CCR, that pertain to essential ser-
vices building construction, DSA shall place its stamp of
identification on the reproducible sheets of drawings and master
cover sheet of the specifications. This stamp is affixed for pur-
poses of identification only and shall not be construed as authori-
zation to let the construction contracts.

One set of prints of the stamped plans and specifications shall
be submitted to DSA. The submittal of the stamped prints of the
plans and specifications is required before DSA will issue the
written notice of approval of the application.

(b) Approval of the Application. DSA shall issue to the owner
of the essential services building a letter approving the applica-
tion for the project upon receipt of the stamped copies of the
approved plans and specifications. This letter shall constitute the
approval of drawings and specifications as required by Section
16016 of the Health and Safety Code. No contract for construc-
tion shall be let or approved by the owner of the essential services
building and no monies shall be spent for construction work on an
essential services building project until this approval in writing
has been had and obtained.

DSA will retain one set of the stamped plans and specifications
and other pertinent project information in its files as a permanent
record of the compliance of the approved project documents.

(c) Voidance of the Application. Any change, erasure, alter-
ation or modification of any plans or specifications bearing the
identification stamp of DSA may result in voidance of the approv-
al of the application. However, the “written approval of plans”
may be extended by DSA to include revised plans and specifica-
tions after documents are submitted for review and approved.
(See Section 4-233 for revised plans and Section 4-215 for adden-
da and change orders.)

The procedures leading to written approval of plans shall be
carried to conclusion without suspension or unnecessary delay.
The application shall be void where either (1) prints from cor-
rected plans or corrected original plans are not filed for backcheck
and the backcheck is not completed within six months after the
date of return of the checked plans to the architect or registered
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engineer, or (2) prints of the stamped plans and one set of the
stamped specifications are not submitted to DSA files within two
months after the date shown on the stamp of identification.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16009, 16011 and 16013.

4-229. Deferred Approvals. Where a portion of the construction
cannot be adequately detailed on the approved plans because of
variations in product design and manufacture, the approval of
plans for such portion, when specifically accepted by the enforce-
ment agency, may be deferred until the material suppliers are
selected provided the following conditions are met:

(a) The project plans clearly indicate that a deferred approval
by the enforcement agency prior to the fabrication and installation
is required for the indicated portions of the work.

(b) The project plans and specifications adequately describe
the performance and loading criteria for such work.

(c) An architect or registered engineer stamps and signs the
plans and specifications for the deferred approval items. The
architect or engineer in general responsible charge of the design
of the project shall submit the plans and specifications for the de-
ferred approval item to the enforcement agency, with notation in-
dicating that the deferred approval documents have been found to
be in general conformance with the design of the building.

(d) Deferred approval shall not apply to the requirements of
Section 4-210 (b), (c) and (d) with regard to the vertical and lateral
load resisting systems and elements of the building. The plans,
details, specifications and computations for the structural por-
tions of the building shall provide sufficient information to permit
a complete review when the project is submitted.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16009, 16011, 16012, 16013 and
16014.

4-230. Withdrawal of Application. If a request is made by the
owner of an essential services building for cancellation of the ap-
plication and return of the plans and specifications, together with
the fee paid, it will be granted only when the review of plans and
specifications has not actually started. If the review of the plans
and specifications has started, 30 percent of the paid fee will be
refunded or applied to a new application for the same project.

No refund will be allowed for projects upon which only the
minimum fee has been paid. No refund will be allowed after a
contract has been let for any portion of the work except as pro-
vided in Section 4-228.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16009.

4-231. Fees. The filing fee required by DSA to accompany the
submittal of project plans and specifications for essential services
buildings shall be one and one-half percent (1.5%) of the first
$1,000,000 of estimated cost and one and one-quarter percent
(1.25%) of the excess of the estimated cost over $1,000,000 ex-
cept that the minimum filing fee for any project shall be $250.

The words “filing fee” mean the fee which must accompany the
application and the words “further fee” mean the fee which shall
be paid to DSA if the actual cost exceeds the estimated cost by
more than 5 percent.

The application for an essential services building is considered
received when it, accompanied by the plans and specifications,
structural design computations, site data and filing fee has been
received by DSA and an application number has been assigned.

An Essential Services Building Account is hereby established
in the Architecture Public Fund for the purpose of crediting the
application fees paid by state agencies into the state treasury.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 16022 and 16023.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16006, 16007 and 16009.

4-232. Project Cost. For purposes of determining fees, both the
estimated and actual costs of the project shall be the total outlay
for all work included in the approved plans and specifications
(exclusive of fees paid, but not recovered, for architectural engi-
neering, inspection and testing services) regardless of whether
the funds are provided by the state, local government authorities
or agencies, or by private groups or individuals. In the event a
building is converted to essential services building use, the cost
shall include the value of the building. If work is done in portions,
the actual cost shall be determined at the completion of each
contract.

The estimated cost and the fee based thereon shall not be
amended after plan check has started except as provided by Sec-
tion 4-227 or for a permissible increase in the scope of the project.
The scope of the project shall not be amended after bids for all or
part of the project are opened. No portion of the fee can be re-
turned after checking has started except as provided by Sections
4-227 and 4-230.

Actual project cost shall include all items which are normally
considered to be contractor’s operation costs such as owner fur-
nished labor and materials, bond insurance and use of owner’s fa-
cilities and shall not be reduced by chargebacks such as those for
testing, inspection or overrun of contract time. All fees and/or
reimbursable charges paid the construction managers shall be
included in the actual cost of construction. When the contract for
the work includes items not otherwise subject to the approval of
DSA and not included in the approved plans and specifications,
the actual cost shall include this work unless such costs are segre-
gated bid items or by separately priced items of change orders, or
by certified copy of a subcontractor’s bid. Such segregation shall
not be made by contract price breakdown or estimates.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16009 and 16011.

4-233. Revisions of Plans and Specifications.

(a) General. No additional fee is charged upon submission of
revisions to the approved plans and specifications, provided that
the entire matter is actually one transaction having to do with the
same essential services building and the revisions do not require
substantial review for safety of design. If the original plans are
abandoned and the plans and specifications submitted in lieu
thereof are in fact for a new project rather than an identical build-
ing or where a modified set of plans is for an essentially different
structural concept, it is necessary that a new application be filed
and fee paid. This is regardless of the fact that the building may
have the same name, be of the same general size and be situated at
the same location as the essential services building for which the
original application was submitted.

(b) Addenda. Changes or alterations of the approved plans or
specifications prior to letting a construction contract for the work
involved shall be made by means of addenda. Addenda shall be
stamped and signed by the architect or registered engineer in gen-
eral responsible charge of preparation of the plans and specifica-
tions, and by the architect or registered engineer delegated
responsibility for the portion affected by the addenda. Addenda
shall be submitted to DSA for review and approval and as such
become part of the approved contract documents.

(c) Change Orders. Changes or alterations of the approved
plans or specifications after a contract for the work has been let
shall be made by means of change orders. Change orders shall
state the reason for the change, indicate the change in contract
cost, if any, and shall be accompanied by supplementary draw-
ings and calculations where necessary. All change orders shall be
stamped and signed by the architect or registered engineer in gen-
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eral responsible charge of the work of construction of the project,
and by the architect or registered engineer delegated responsibil-
ity for observation of the portion of the work of construction af-
fected by the change order, and shall bear the signature of the
authorized representative of the owner. Change orders shall be
submitted to DSA for review and approval and as such become
part of the approved contract documents.

To avoid unnecessary delays in the completion of the work, the
enforcement agency, at its discretion, may extend tentative verbal
approval of proposed change order items upon receipt of suffi-
cient information from the architect or registered engineer in gen-
eral responsible charge to permit the enforcement agency to make
a reasonable judgment on those items. At the earliest possible
date subsequent to the tentative approval, the architect or regis-
tered engineer in general responsible charge shall submit to the
enforcement agency for approval a formal completed change
order covering those items given tentative verbal approval.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16009.

4-234. Billing for Further Fees. The owner shall be billed for
further fees upon completion of the project or portion thereof if
fee is due. Claims for refunds of five dollars or less due to errors in
cost reporting or fee computation shall be made within six months
from the date of filing.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16009.

4-235. Time of Beginning Construction and Partial Construc-
tion. Construction work whether for a new essential services
building, or for a reconstruction, alteration or addition project for
an essential services building, shall not be commenced, and no
contract shall be let until the owner has applied for and obtained
from DSA the required written approval of plans and specifica-
tions. Construction of all work shown in the approved plans and
specifications shall be commenced within one year after the ap-
proval of the application, otherwise the approval of the part not
commenced shall be void unless DSA has been notified and an
extension of the approval has been granted. DSA may require that
the plans and specifications be revised to meet its current regula-
tions before a renewal of the voided approval is granted. Renewal
shall not be granted after a period of four years beyond the date of
the application approval.

State agencies may complete all work or proceed with
construction of any part of the work included in the approved
plans and specifications with the intent of completing the work
later.

All work done and materials used and installed must be in
accordance with and in conformity to the approved plans and
specifications. DSA shall be notified whenever work is being car-
ried on and failure to give such notice may result in voidance of
the approval of the plans and specifications.

Anuncompleted building shall not be construed as having been
constructed under the provisions of the Essential Services Build-
ing Seismic Safety Act.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16016.

4-236. Notice of Start of Construction. The architect or regis-
tered engineer responsible for the project shall give DSA written
notification before construction is to be started. As soon as a con-
tract has been let, the architect or registered engineer shall furnish
to DSA on Form DSA-102, Contract Information, the name of the
contractor, the contract price and the date of starting of construc-
tion. DSA forms are available on the Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/
dsa, or at any of the DSA regional offices.
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Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16016.

4-237. Notice of Suspension of Construction. DSA shall be no-
tified by the project inspector when (1) the construction is sus-
pended for more than two weeks or (2) the construction is
suspended or abandoned for any reason for a continuous period of
one year following its commencement at which time the approval
of DSA becomes void. DSA may reinstate the approval upon the
request of the owner.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16009.

4-237.1 Stop work order.

(a) Whenever DSA finds any construction work being per-
formed in a manner contrary to the provisions of this code and
which would compromise the structural integrity of the building,
the Department of General Services, State of California, is autho-
rized to issue a stop work order.

(b) The stop work order shall be in writing and shall be given to
the owner of the property involved, or to the owner’s agent, or to
the person doing the work. Upon issuance of a stop work order,
the cited work shall immediately cease. The stop work order shall
state the reason for the order, and the conditions under which the
cited work will be permitted to resume.

(c) Any person who continues working the cited work after
having been served with a stop work order, except such work as
that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe
condition, shall be subject to penalties as prescribed by law.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16017.5.

4-238. Application for Approval of Project Inspectors, Assis-
tant Inspectors, and Special Inspectors. For each essential ser-
vices building project, an Inspector’s Qualification Record, Form
DSA-5, shall be submitted for the proposed project inspector, a
proposed assistant inspector, and may be required by DSA to be
submitted for a proposed special inspector. The proposed project
inspector and any proposed assistant inspector shall be inter-
viewed by the architect or registered engineer in general responsi-
ble charge of the project to determine his/her qualifications. The
architect or registered engineer shall recommend to DSA the
approval of the inspector based upon his/her determination of the
competency of the candidate to perform the inspection work.

Form DSA-5 for the proposed inspector, with the signatures of
the architect or registered engineer and the owner, shall be sub-
mitted to DSA for review and approval. In addition to the informa-
tion supplied on the qualification record, DSA may require a
personal interview with the proposed inspector which may
include oral and written examinations concerning inspection and
testing procedures.

The submittal of the Inspector’s Qualification Record for the
project inspector shall be made a minimum of 10 days prior to the
start of construction on the project. The submittal of the Inspec-
tor’s Qualification Record for an assistant inspector, or when re-
quired for a special inspector, shall be made a minimum of 10
days prior to the use of the assistant inspector or special inspector
on the project. DSA forms are available on the Internet at
www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of the DSA regional offices.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16021.

4-239. Tests. In addition to the requirements of Section 4-213,
Atrticle 1 of these regulations, the following provisions shall
apply:

(a) Performance of Tests. The owner, with the recommenda-
tion of the architect or registered engineer shall select a qualified
testing laboratory to conduct the tests. Sampling, preparation of
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samples and tests shall be in accordance with the standards as pro-
vided in the approved plans and specifications and in the applica-
ble building regulations. Where a sample has failed to pass the
required tests, the architect or registered engineer, subject to the
approval of the enforcement agency, may permit retest of the
sampled material.

(b) Payments. The owner shall pay for all tests. When in the
opinion of the architect or registered engineer additional tests are
required because of the manner in which the contractor executes
his work, such tests shall be paid for by the owner but the amount
paid may be collected from the contractor. Examples of such tests
are: Tests of materials substituted for previously approved materi-
als, retests made necessary by the failure of materials to comply
with the requirements of the specifications and load tests neces-
sary because certain portions of the structure have not fully met
specification or plan requirements.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16009, 16020 and 16021.

4-240. Required Filing of Verified Reports. Project inspectors,
approved special inspectors and contractors shall file verified re-
ports on Form DSA-6. Architects and engineers shall file verified
reports on Form DSA-6A/E. DSA forms are available on the
Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of the DSA regional
offices.

Verified reports shall be filed with DSA as follows:

(a) By each contractor having a contract with the owner, at the
completion of the contract.

(b) By the architect, registered engineers, project inspector, and
approved special inspectors at the completion of the essential ser-
vices building.

(c) By the architect, registered engineers, project inspector and
contractor at the suspension of all work for a period of more than
one month.

(d) By the architect, registered engineer, project inspector,
approved special inspector, or contractor whose services in con-
nection with the project have been terminated for any reason.

(e) At any time a verified report is requested by DSA.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 16020, 16021 and 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16020, 16021 and 16022.

4-241. Project Inspector’s Semimonthly Reports. In addition
to the verified reports required in Section 4-214, the project in-
spector shall make semimonthly reports of the progress of
construction to the architect or registered engineer in general re-
sponsible charge. A copy of each such report shall be sent to the
owner, the architect or engineer in general responsible charge,
and DSA. Semimonthly reports shall state the name, location and
owner of the essential services building and shall contain the ap-
plication number and file number of the project for identification
purposes. The reports shall include a list of official visitors to the
project and whom they represent, a brief statement of the work
done, instructions received from the architect or registered engi-
neer during the period covered by the report and pertinent infor-
mation regarding any unusual conditions or questions that may
have arisen at the job. Forms are not provided by DSA for semi-
monthly reports. Failure to comply with this section will be cause
for withdrawal of the approval of the project inspector.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16017.

4-242. Notifications by the Project Inspector. The project in-
spector shall notify DSA at the following times:

(a) When construction work on the project is started, or re-
started, if previously suspended per Item (d) below.

(b) At least 48 hours in advance of the time when foundation
trenches will be complete and ready for footing forms.

(c) At least 48 hours in advance of the first placement of
foundation concrete and 24 hours in advance of any subsequent
and significant concrete placement.

(d) When all work on the project is suspended for a period of
more than two weeks.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16017.

Article 3. Local Buildings

4-243. General.

(a) The provisions of Article 1 and Article 3 of these regulations
shall apply to essential services buildings owned or leased by a
city, city and county or county or a special fire district within these
jurisdictions. The Division of the State Architectshall observe the
implementation and administration of the provisions of the
Essential Services Buildings Seismic Safety Act and these regu-
lations pertaining to local jurisdictions under the authority
granted in the Act.

(b) Local jurisdictions shall establish such administrative pro-
cedures as they deem necessary and proper for the enforcement of
the provisions of the Act so long as those procedures do not con-
flict with the requirements of Articles 1 and 3 of these regulations.
The enforcement of these regulations is the responsibility of an
authorized official of the local enforcement agency.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16001.
4-244. Approval of Drawings and Specifications.

(a) The required written approval of drawings and specifica-
tions may consist of either a building permit or other document as
established by the enforcing agency.

(b) Written notification by the local enforcement agency to
DSA shall be required when the written approval of the drawings
and specifications is issued by the local enforcement agency. The
written notification shall contain a project name and location for
the essential services building, the name of the architect or regis-
tered engineer in general responsible charge of the work, the esti-
mated cost of the project, the name of the qualified plan reviewer
(the licensed architect or registered engineer responsible for the
design review) and if available the name of the project inspector.
The written notification shall also include a statement signed by
an official of the enforcement agency that the plans and specifica-
tions and the review thereof has been accomplished in com-
pliance with the provisions of the Act and of these regulations.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16001 and 16011.

4-245. Voidance of Application. Any change, erasure, alteration
or modification of any plans or specifications bearing the identifi-
cation or approval stamp of the enforcement agency may resultin
voidance of the approval of the application. However, the “writ-
ten approval of the plans” may be extended by the enforcement
agency to include revised plans and specifications after docu-
ments are submitted for review and approved.
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Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16009, 16011 and 16013.

4-246. Time of Beginning of Construction and Partial
Construction. Construction work whether for a new essential
services building, or for a reconstruction, alteration or addition
project for an essential services building, shall not be commenced
nor shall any contract be let until the owner has applied for and
obtained from the enforcement agency the required written ap-
proval of plans and specifications.

All work done and materials used and installed must be in ac-
cordance with and in conformity to the approved plans and speci-
fications. The enforcement agency shall be notified whenever
work is being carried on and failure to give such notice may result
in voidance of the approval of the plans and specifications.

An uncompleted building shall not be considered as having
been constructed under the provisions of the Essential Services
Buildings Seismic Safety Act.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16002.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16016.

4-247. Notice of Start of Construction. The architect or regis-
tered engineer responsible for the project shall give written notifi-
cation to the enforcement agency before construction is to be
started. The architect or registered engineer shall furnish the
name of the contractor, the contract price and the date of starting
of construction.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Section 16022.

Reference: Health & Safety Code Section 16016.

4-248. Approval of the Project Inspector, Assistant
Inspector, and Special Inspectors by the Enforcement
Agency.

(a) The enforcement agency shall review, for each individual
project, the qualifications of the project inspector, any assistant
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inspector, and special inspectors proposed for an essential ser-
vices buildings projects to determine the inspector’s competency
to do the inspection required for that particular project. The quali-
fication review shall include, for the project inspector and any
assistant inspector, an appraisal of the candidate’s education and
experience and a personal interview which may include a written
examination if deemed appropriate by the enforcement agency.

(b) The approval of the project inspector by the enforcement
agency shall include information to the project inspector of the
“personal knowledge” provisions of the Act and of the additional
requirement that the project inspector shall not assume other du-
ties which would preclude the inspector from obtaining personal
knowledge required of all work of construction.

(c) Representatives of the enforcement agency shall from time
to time visit the construction site to observe the work of construc-
tion and to monitor the performance of the project inspector. The
construction work is subject to any inspections required by the en-
forcement agency.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16017 and 16021.

4-249. Verified Reports. The verified reports required by the Act
to be filed by any architects, engineers, inspectors and contractors
having responsibility for all or any portion of the construction
work of the project shall be filed on a form prescribed by the en-
forcement agency. Original manual signatures of the architect,
engineer, inspector and contractor are required on the verified
report. Refer to Section 4-214 of these regulations for verified re-
port requirements.

Authority: Health & Safety Code Sections 16020, 16021 and 16022.
Reference: Health & Safety Code Sections 16020 and 16021.
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GROUP 1. SAFETY OF CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Article 1. General Provisions

4-301. Purpose. School buildings constructed pursuant to these
regulations are expected to resist earthquake forces generated by
major earthquakes of the intensity and severity of the strongest
experienced in California without catastrophic collapse, but may
experience some reparable architectural or structural damage.
Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130, inclusive.
HISTORY:

1. Repealer of Group 1, Articles 1-6 (§§ 1-80) and new Group 1, Articles
1-5(§8 1-6, 8, 10, 10.5, 11-14, 16-26, 26.1, 26.2, 26.5-26.9, 27-40, 50,
51, 60, 61, 62, 80 and Appendix), filed 11-1-66; effective thirtieth day
thereafter (Register 66, No. 38). For history of former sections see Reg-
isters 53, Nos. 15, 18; 54, No. 24; 55,No. 12; 56, No. 10; 59, No. 14; 60,
Nos. 8, 16; 61, No. 19; 64, No. 13.

2. Amendment filed 6-29-76 as an emergency; designated effective
7-1-76 (Register 76, No. 27).

3. Certificate of Compliance filed 10-15-76 (Register 76, No. 42).

4. Amendment of NOTE filed 6-19-79; effective thirtieth day thereafter
(Register 79, No. 25).

5. Repealer filed 9-24-82 by OAL pursuant to Government Code Section
11349.7 (j); effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 82, No. 39).

6. *Repealer of Group 1 (Articles 1-5, Sections 2-80, not consecutive) and
new Group 1 (Articles 1-9, Sections 1-55, not consecutive and Appen-
dix) filed 9-8-83; effective 9-15-83 pursuant to Government Code Sec-
tion 11346.2 (d) (Register 83, No. 40). For prior history, see Registers
79, No. 25; 77, No. 40; 76, No. 42; 76, No. 27; and 74, No. 38.

7. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-301, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-302. Scope.

(a) General. Part 2, Title 24, California Code of Regulations
(C.C.R.) designates the structural building regulations that shall
apply to the design, construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation,
alteration of or addition to any school building as defined in Sec-
tions 17283 and 81131 of the Education Code. The term “school
building” shall include all buildings, structures, appurtenances
and related systems or facilities as defined in Section 4-314.

These regulations establish reasonable standards and mini-
mum requirements for the structural integrity of public school
buildings to resist, insofar as practicable, the forces of gravity,
wind and earthquake for the protection of life and property.

The design and construction of the mechanical and electrical
systems in school buildings shall conform to the applicable build-
ing regulations in Title 24, C.C.R.

Further, the design and construction of school buildings shall
comply with the regulations adopted by the Division of the State
Architect/Access Compliance (DSA/AC) and the Office of the
California State Fire Marshal for the particular occupancies con-
cerned. (See Title 24, C.C.R.)

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130.

(b) Short Term Temporary Buildings. Installation of tempo-
rary school buildings, used or designed to be used for school pur-
poses following disasters, such as earthquakes, fires and floods or
during modernization projects, for which repairs are in progress,
require approval by DSA. DSA has determined that compliance

*The reorganization of Group 1 is printed as a repealer and adoption for clarity.

with the strict letter of the regulations is impractical in these cir-
cumstances. The modifications to the regulations granted by DSA
are as indicated here and are recorded and entered in the files of
DSA in accordance with Section 4-304.

DSA may grant “Temporary Certification” to temporary build-
ings that meet all the requirements of regulations with the follow-
ing modifications to the regulations and limitations:

(1) “Temporary Certification” is for 24 months.

(2) The building is a one story relocatable building no greater
than 2,160 square feet in area.

(3) Documentation is provided indicating that the building was
designed and constructed according to the 1976 or later edition of
the Uniform Building Code published by the International Con-
ference of Building Officials. The date of construction of each
building module shall be provided.

(4) Quality control procedures acceptable to DSA for the
construction of the building to ensure compliance with the
approved plans and specifications are provided.

(5) A report is provided to show that the building has not sus-
tained structural deterioration, been modified without enforcing
agency approval and has anchorage and bracing of overhead non-
structural elements that are acceptable to DSA.

(6) A foundation system is provided that has been accepted by
DSA.

(7) All construction, except for the building superstructure, is to
be inspected by a DSA-certified project inspector for confor-
mance with the drawings provided by the architect. The inspector
will submit a completed checklist for each campus and will sub-
mit said checklist with the final verified report.

(8) The architect or structural engineer in general responsible
charge shall prepare site plans. DSA may make such review of the
site plans and other submitted documents as in its judgment is
necessary for the enforcement of these regulations.

Temporary buildings or structures such as sheds, canopies and
fences used for the protection of the public around and in conjunc-
tion with construction work may be erected by special application
for approval from DSA for a limited period of time.

Temporary buildings or structures are subject to the regulations
indicated in Section 4-302 (a), except as modified by DSA.

When the construction has been completed in accordance with
this section, DSA will issue a temporary certificate of compliance
in accordance with Section 4-339. Temporary buildings or struc-
tures shall be completely removed upon the expiration of the time
limit stated in the temporary certification letter approving the spe-
cial application for approval.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Section 17292.
HISTORY:

1. Editorial correction of printing error (Register 83, No. 45).

2. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-302, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

3. (DSA/SS 2/95) Regular order by the Division of the State Architect/
Structural Safety Section to amend Section 4-302 (b). Filed with the sec-
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retary of state on August 14, 1996, becomes effective September 13,
1996. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
March 19, 1996.

4-303. Delegation of Authority. All powers, duties, responsibili-
ties pursuant to carrying out the provisions of the Field Act vested
by law in the Department of General Services have been dele-
gated by the Department to the State Architect.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Government Code Section 14607.

4-304. Alternate Materials and Methods of Construction and
Modifications. The provisions of these regulations are not in-
tended to prevent the use of any material or method of construc-
tion not specifically prescribed by these regulations, provided any
alternate has been approved and its use authorized by DSA.

DSA may approve any such alternate, provided DSA finds that
the proposed design is satisfactory and complies with the provi-
sions of these regulations and that the material, method or work
offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that
prescribed in these regulations in suitability, strength, effective-
ness, fire resistance, durability, safety and sanitation.

DSA shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be sub-
mitted to substantiate any claims that may be made regarding its
use. The details of any action granting acceptance of an alternate
shall be recorded and entered in the files of DSA.

When there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out
the provisions of these regulations, DSA may grant modifications
for individual cases. DSA shall first find that a special individual
reason makes the strict letter of these regulations impractical and
that the modification is in conformance with the intent and pur-
pose of these regulations and that such modification does notless-
en any fire protection requirements or any degree of structural
integrity. The details of any action granting modifications shall be
recorded and entered in the files of DSA.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section4-304, Partl, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-305. Application of Building Standards. Building standards
applicable to public school buildings are set forth in Parts 2, 3, 4,
5, 6,7 and 12, Title 24, C.C.R., and have been adopted as mini-
mum design and construction standards upon which to base the
approval of plans and specifications. These regulations shall not
be construed to prevent the use of higher design standards nor to
restrict the use of new or innovative design or construction tech-
niques.

Where the designer desires to use innovative design or
construction techniques not addressed in these regulations it shall
be necessary to submit for review and approval information
including computations, test data and recommendations covering
the design in question. The designer shall confer with DSA con-
cerning the applicability of these innovative design or construc-
tion techniques to school building construction prior to the
submittal of plans and specifications.

DSA must be satisfied that the degree of safety achieved by
these innovative design and construction techniques is at least
equivalent to that achieved by the regulations. This requirement
shall apply to all buildings proposed for public school use for edu-
cational purposes as defined in these regulations. The proposed
use of archaic building materials and structural systems such as
those desired to be retained in buildings which have been desig-
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nated as historically important shall be included in this provision.
The determination of the equivalency of the degree of safety shall
be the responsibility of DSA.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-305, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-306. Approval of New School Buildings, Rehabilitation of
School Buildings, and Additions to School Buildings. Plans
and specifications for any new school building or the rehabilita-
tion of or addition to any school building, regardless of cost, shall
be submitted to DSA for approval in accordance with Section
4-315.

All new construction work which is part of an addition project
shall comply with currently effective regulations. Existing school
buildings for which an addition project is proposed shall be retro-
fitted as required by Section 4-309 (c).

Before the board may award a contract or commence construc-
tion work for the rehabilitation of a structure already owned (in-
cluding those pre-1933 buildings not retrofitted or subsequently
abandoned for school use under the provisions of the Garrison
Act), or an existing building which has been purchased or leased,
into a school building, the board shall submit application and
plans of the building to DSA for approval. The plans shall provide
for the reconstruction and alterations necessary for full com-
pliance with the requirements of currently effective regulations.

The relocation or moving of an existing school building within
the same school district or from one school district to another
regardless of cost requires approval by DSA. (See Section 4-314.)

The provisions of this section shall not apply to a “temporary-
use building.” (See Section 4-314 for definitions of “new school
building” and “temporary-use building.”)

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280 and 81130.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-306, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-307. Deleted.

4-308. Reconstruction or Alterations Projects Not in Excess of
$25,000 in Cost. Projects involving only reconstruction or alter-
ations whose estimated costs do not exceed $25,000 do not
require approval by DSA, but such approval can be obtained at the
request of the school board and by compliance with these regula-
tions. The cost of work classified as maintenance as defined in
Section 4-314 shall not be considered for purposes of this section.
The regulations of the Division of the State Architect/Access
Compliance and of the California State Fire Marshal may apply to
any project, including maintenance, regardless of cost. See Sec-
tion 4-302.

In authorizing and completing the design and construction of
projects with an estimated cost below $25,000 as described in this
section, the school board assumes responsibility for employing
an architect or a registered engineer to prepare the plans and spec-
ifications and for adequate inspection of the materials and work of
construction to ensure compliance with the currently effective
provisions of Title 24, C.C.R.
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School construction projects shall not be subdivided for the
purpose of evading the cost limitations of this section.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17295 and 81133.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-308, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on De-
cember 9, 1992.

2. (DSA/SS 9/96) 1996 Annual Code Adoption Cycle will amend Section
4-308, of Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed with the secretary of state on
March 4, 1997; effective April 3, 1997. Approved by the California
Building Standards Commission on February 6, 1997.

4-309. Reconstruction or Alteration Projects in Excess of
$25,000 in Cost.

(a) General. Plans and specifications for any reconstruction or
alteration project exceeding $25,000 in cost shall be submitted to
DSA for approval in accordance with Section 4-315, except as
provided within this section. When the estimated cost of a recon-
struction or alteration project exceeds $25,000 but does not ex-
ceed $100,000, and a licensed structural engineer determines that
the project does not include any work of a structural nature,
approval of the project plans and specifications by DSA is not re-
quired, provided the following three items are completed:

1. The structural engineer shall submit a written statement to
DSA, indicating that the project does not contain any work of a
structural nature.

2. The design professional in general responsible charge of the
project shall certify, in writing, that the plans and specifications
for the project meet any applicable fire and life-safety standards,
and do not specify any work of construction that is regulated by
the accessibility standards of Title 24. This certification shall be
submitted to DSA, and shall bear the stamp and signature of the
design professional.

3. Within 10 days of the completion of the project, a DSA-cer-
tified project inspector shall sign and submit a verified report to
DSA, indicating that the project was completed in conformance
with the plans and specifications. (See Section 4-336, Verified
Reports.)

School construction projects shall not be subdivided for the
purpose of evading the cost limitations of this section.

All new construction work, which is part of a reconstruction
or alteration project shall comply with currently effective regula-
tions.

EXCEPTION: Fire damage repair may be accomplished utilizing
the approved plans and specifications for the original construction
work. All regulations and standards in effect at the time of approval
shall be complied with except that the testing and inspection require-
ments of current regulations shall apply to the reconstruction work.
Minor modifications to the original approved plans may be made, sub-
jectto the approval of DSA, provided that they do not reduce the struc-
tural capacity of the building.

Minor structural modifications to the existing structural system
not exceeding the limits defined in Section 4-309 (c)2 Aand B are
permitted provided these modifications comply with the regula-
tions in effect when the plans and specifications for the original
construction were approved.

(b) Existing Noncomplying, Nonstructural Elements. Exist-
ing noncomplying, nonstructural elements discovered during the
design or construction of a reconstruction, alteration or addition
to an existing complying school building and directly affected by
the work of construction shall be corrected to comply with the
bracing and anchorage requirements of currently effective regula-
tions.

(c) Required Structural Rehabilitation. Existing school
buildings for which a reconstruction, alteration or addition project
is proposed shall be retrofitted as required to conform to under the
following conditions:

1. When the cost of the reconstruction, alteration, or addition
project exceeds $25,000 and 50 percent of the replacement value
of the existing building. Maintenance work and air-conditioning
equipment and insulation materials costs need not be included in
the percentage of replacement value calculation.

2. When the cost of the reconstruction, alterations, or addition
project exceeds $25,000 but does not exceed 50 percent of the
replacement value of the existing building and the proposed mod-
ifications, either:

A. Increase the existing lateral force story shear in any
story by more than 5 percent, or

B. Reduce the lateral-force-resisting capacity in any story
or in the total building by no less than 5 percent.
EXCEPTION: Rehabilitation of the building is not required under

Section 4-309 (c) 2 (A) when the lateral story shear design load require-
ments under which the building was originally certified is greater than
the lateral seismic load for the altered building under currently effec-
tive regulations.

(d) Other Requirements. Individual lines of lateral force-
resisting elements which are to be altered or which are to be af-
fected by other modifications shall be analyzed to determine the
effects of increased loading and/or reduced capacity. The analysis
shall show that the affected portion of the structure complies with
Section 4-309 (a) or (c) as appropriate.

(e) When structural damage due to an earthquake is repaired, all
portions of the structure associated to this damage shall be retro-
fitted to comply with currently effective regulations.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17294, 17295,81130, 81132 and

81133.

HISTORY:

1. New section filed 2-28-86; effective 30th day thereafter (Register 86,

No. 9).

2. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-309, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-310. School Garages, Warehouses, Storage and Similar
Buildings, Dwellings for Employees and Miscellaneous Struc-
tures. The Act does not apply to buildings or structures
constructed by a school district for the purpose of, and used solely
for housing, buses and minor mechanical equipment or for non-
school use where such buildings or structures do not provide fa-
cilities for either pupils or teachers and are not intended to be
entered by them as such for school purposes. Similarly, the Act
does not apply to dwellings for employees or to district-wide
administrative buildings on sites separate from school sites,
which are not to be used or entered by pupils or teachers, for
school purposes.

Buildings or structures of this nature may be constructed by the
school board on its own responsibility without first submitting
plans and specifications to DSA, but such buildings or structures
shall never be used for school purposes. It shall be the responsibil-
ity of the school board to take all necessary measures and precau-
tions to prevent such use and to prevent injuries to pupils or
teachers on school grounds as a result of collapse of such build-
ings or structures. Any such building excluded from the provi-
sions of these regulations shall be posted with a sign pursuant to
Sections 17368 and 81165 of the Education Code.

In authorizing and completing the design and construction of
district-owned buildings as described in this section, the school
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board assumes responsibility for employing appropriately licen-
sed architects or registered engineers to prepare the plans and
specifications and for adequate inspection of the materials and
work of construction to ensure compliance with the provisions of
Parts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 12, Title 24, C.C.R., as adopted by the
Building Standards Commission.

For these cases DSA requires that a resolution be passed by the
school board stating that the building or structure shall not be used
for school purposes and that no pupils or teachers, as such, will be
permitted to use or enter the said building for said purposes or be
subjected to a hazard resulting from its collapse. A copy of the
resolution shall be submitted to DSA.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17368, 81130 and 81165.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-310, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-311. Condemnation. DSA has no authority under the Act to or-
der the closing of any school building. However, if requested by
the school district or on DSA’s own volition, DSA shall examine
and report on the safety of structural aspects of any school build-
ing that appear to be deficient. The report shall state in writing to
the school board whether or not the investigated structural aspects

of the building are in compliance with the code in effect at the time
of construction, and shall also state whether or not the building is
safe for school use. (See Sections 4-345 and 4-346.)

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17311 and 81143.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-311, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-312. Demolition. Demolition is the entire razing or destruction
of a school building or a school building unit. It is not necessary to
secure the approval of DSA for such demolition. It is the responsi-
bility of the school board to notify DSA of such demolition.

Approval by DSA is required for any partial demolition of ex-
isting buildings or any demolition which is part of a reconstruc-
tion, rehabilitation, alteration or addition.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section4-312, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

Article 2. Definitions

4-313. General. The words defined in Section 4-314 shall have

the meaning stated therein throughout the regulations contained

in Part 1, Section 4-300, et. seq, Title 24, C.C.R.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17283, 81130, 81131 and 81529.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-313, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-314. Definitions.

“Act” shall mean the Field Act, Sections 17280-17316 and
81130-81147, inclusive of the Education Code.

“Addition” as that term is used in these regulations shall mean
an increase in floor area or volume of enclosed space that is
structurally attached to an existing certified building by connec-
tions which are required for transmitting vertical or horizontal
loads between the addition and the existing structure. An addition
which is not required to be structurally attached either for its own
support or for support of the existing building shall be separated
as required by Part 2, Title 24, C.C.R., and shall be deemed to be
the construction of a new school building as that term is used in
Sections 17280 and 81130 of the Act.

“Alteration” is a change within or to an existing building. The
relocation or moving of an existing certified school building is
considered to be an alteration requiring filing of the plans and
specifications with, and certification by, DSA.

“Approved Plans and Specifications” as used in these regula-
tions shall mean plans, specifications, addenda, change orders
and other documents which have been duly approved by DSA
pursuant to Sections 17295 and 81133 of the Education Code. The
plans and specifications shall be identified by a stamp bearing the
name “Division of the State Architect,” the application number,
initials of the plan reviewers, and date of stamping. The written

30

approval as required by Section 17297, Education Code, shall not
be issued until a copy of plans and specifications bearing DSA’s
identification stamp is on file at the Division of the State Archi-
tect. The identification stamp of DSA shall not be construed to
mean the written approval of plans and specifications required by
Section 4-318.

“Architect” shall mean a certified architect holding a valid
license under Chapter 3, Division 3, of the California Business
and Professions Code.

“Certified Building” shall mean a building which was
constructed or reconstructed in accordance with Article 3 or 7
commencing with Sections 17280 and 81130, respectively, of the
Education Code and with the regulations in effect at the time of
their certification.

“Division of the State Architect” or “Division,” or initials
“DSA,” shall mean the Division of the State Architect in the De-
partment of General Services, State of California. Approval, dis-
approval, orders and certificates of compliance shall be issued
directly by the State Architect who shall act for the Department of
General Services in carrying out the provisions of the Act.

“Garrison  Act (1939),” Sections 17280-17316 and
81160-81192 of the Education Code, as amended, prescribes the
actions to be taken by school board members to preclude personal
liability for the continued use of unsafe school buildings.

“Geotechnical Engineer” shall mean a professional engineer
holding a certificate to use the title geotechnical engineer, soil
engineer or soils engineer under the law regulating the practice of
civil engineering comprising Chapter 7 of Division 3, of the Busi-
ness and Professions Code.

“Inspector” shall mean any inspector duly approved by DSA
for a particular project. The project inspector shall be responsible
for inspecting all work included in the project, except inspection
performed by a special inspector. An assistant inspector assists
the project inspector in completing administrative and inspection
duties. A special inspector is a specially qualified person utilized
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where required by code, to inspect specific aspects of the work,
and shall be responsible only for inspecting the work for which
the special inspector has been approved.

“Maintenance” shall mean and include ordinary upkeep or
repair work such as replacements in kind, repainting, replastering
and reroofing. Reroofing shall be limited to one additional
application and shall include an examination of the structural ele-
ments of the roof, walls, ceilings, and all other elements which
may have suffered deterioration from moisture resulting from
roof leaks. Maintenance shall not include work, other than re-
painting, on structural framing nor include the replacement of
large mechanical, electrical or plumbing units or systems.

“New School Building” shall mean any newly erected school
building and/or existing owned, leased or purchased building
converted to school use and certified by DSA.

“Nonstructural Alterations” shall mean only such alterations as
do not affect the structural safety of the school building and that
do not change, in any manner, its structural elements.

“Offsite Location” is a building designated by the governing
board to be used for less than full-time instruction in educational
programs which require such offsite facilities in order to fulfill the
objectives of the programs. Such designated buildings shall not
be located on, or adjacent to, a school site and its primary use shall
be for other than public school purposes. The designation of off-
site location is subject to review by DSA. (See Education Code
Section 81529.)

“Plans” as used in these regulations shall mean the drawings
associated with the project such as, but not limited to, vicinity
maps, site plans, foundation plans, floor plans, ceiling plans, roof
plans, cross sections, interior elevations, exterior elevations and
details.

“Professional Engineer” as used in these regulations shall
mean an engineer holding a valid certificate under Chapter 7,
Division 3, of the California Business and Professions Code, in
that branch of engineering which is applicable.

“Pupils” as used in these regulations shall mean persons who
are performing a required activity or entering a building by virtue
of being a pupil enrolled in an elementary or secondary school
district or a community college district.

“Reconstruction” is the repair of damage to an existing certi-
fied school building.

“Registered Engineer” as used in these regulations shall meana
structural engineer or a professional engineer as defined in this
section.

“Rehabilitation” is the retrofitting of an existing nonconform-
ing building or a school building conforming to earlier code
requirements to bring the entire building into full conformance
with the safety standards contained in the latest edition of Parts 2,
3,4,5,6,7and 12, Title 24, C.C.R.

“Relocatable Building” is any building with an integral floor
structure which is capable of being readily moved. (See Educa-
tion Code Section 17350.) Relocatable buildings that are to be
placed on substandard foundations not complying with the re-
quirements of Part 2, Title 24, C.C.R., require a statement from
the school district stating that the durability requirements for
those foundations may be waived and acknowledging the tempo-
rary nature of the foundations.

“Relocation” shall mean the physical moving of any certified
building either as a single unit or in parts form its original location
to a new location on the same campus or on a different campus.
Relocation of a building requires the approval of DSA.

“School Board” shall mean and include district Boards of
Trustees, city Boards of Education and other appropriate authori-
ties for which any school building used or designed to be used for
elementary or secondary school or community college purposes
is to be constructed, reconstructed, altered, or added to by the
state, or by any county, city, city and county, or other political sub-
division, or by any school or community college district of any
kind or character within the state, or by the United States govern-
ment, or any agency thereof.

“School Building” as defined in Sections 17283 and 81131 of ||

the act is interpreted to include all structure and utility systems or
facilities necessary to the complete functioning of the structures,
used or designed to be used for instructional purposes, or intended
to be entered by pupils or teachers for school purposes, or struc-
tures operated as school units, the failure of which would endan-
ger pupils or teachers on school grounds or in school buildings.
(See Section 4-310 for teacher residences.) “School Building” is
also defined to include dwellings, including utility systems or
facilities necessary to the complete functioning of the dwellings,
used by pupils, teachers and school employees, that are part of a
campus where the primary use is for school purposes.

The following are not considered to be school buildings but
may be submitted separately or may be included in the plans and
specifications for a school building project and will be checked
under the provisions of the Act if submitted by the school district:
one-story buildings not over 250 square feet in area when used ex-
clusively as accessory facilities to athletic fields (equipment stor-
age, toilets, snack bars, ticket booths, etc.); greenhouses, barns,
and materials or equipment storage sheds, used exclusively for
plant or animal production or protection and not used for class-
room instruction (small groups of pupils and teachers may enter
these structures for short periods of time); lighting poles less than
35 feet above the grade, antenna towers less than 35 feet above the
grade or less than 25 feet above a building roof line, retaining
walls less than 4 feet above the top of foundations and not sup-
porting a surcharge, concrete or masonry fences less than 6 feet
above adjacent grade, ballwalls or yard walls less than 6 feet
above adjacent grade, signs, scoreboards, or solid-clad fences
less than 8 feet above adjacent grade, bleachers and grandstands
five rows of seats or less above grade; playground equipment;
flagpoles less than 35 feet above grade; open-mesh fences and
baseball backstops; trailer coaches; and “temporary-use” build-
ings as defined below.

Buildings and other structures constructed by students that
upon completion of construction will not be used for school pur-
poses and will not be entered by pupils or teachers are not consid-
ered school buildings and shall not be checked under the
provisions of the Act. These student-constructed buildings shall
not remain at the school site more than 90 days following comple-
tion, unless the building meets all the requirements of Section
4-310. “School Building” in a complex operated by the state for
correctional or forestry purposes shall include only those struc-
tures used or designed to be used for elementary or secondary
school instruction or community college instruction. Living
units, dining areas, administration buildings or structures used for
support services in such correctional or forestry complexes shall
not be considered school buildings for purposes of Field Act
requirements.

“Structural Engineer” as used in these regulations shall mean a
professional engineer holding a valid certificate to use the title
structural engineer under the law regulating the practice of civil
engineering comprising Chapter 7 of Division 3 of the Business
and Professions Code, relating to professional engineers.

“Teachers” as used in these regulations shall mean persons who
are performing a required activity or entering a building by virtue
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of being teachers employed by an elementary or secondary school
district or a community college district.

“Temporary-use Building” is any community college building
for which the intended use by the school district at the time of
entering into a lease contract or agreement is not for more than
three years from the date of first occupancy.

“Trailer Coach” is a building that conforms to the requirements
of Part 2 (commencing with Section 18000) of Division 13 of the
Health and Safety Code and is not expanded or fitted together to
form a unit greater than 16 feet in width and is used for special
education purposes for not more than 12 students at one time.

EXCEPTION: Trailer coaches may be used for not more than 20
students at a time for driver training purposes.
“Waiver of Durability” refers to a waiver, as may be requested
by the school district, of certain durability requirements of Part 2,
Title 24 for foundations of relocatable buildings.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17283, 17405,81130, 81131 and
81529.
HISTORY:
1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-314, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

Article 3. Approval of Drawings and Specifications

4-315. Application for Approval of Drawings and
Specifications.

(a) General. Before awarding a contract or commencing with
construction of a school building project the school board shall
submit an application to the Division of the State Architect and
obtain written approval of the plans and specifications for any of
the following:

1. The construction of any new school building, or rehabilita-
tion of or addition to any existing school building. School build-
ing is defined in Section 4-314.

2. The reconstruction or alteration of an existing school build-
ing if the estimated cost exceeds $25,000. (See Section 4-308 and
4-309.)

3. The lease or purchase of any relocatable building except
where occupied as a temporary-use building.

EXCEPTION: The school board may award a contract and com-
mence construction of a “relocatable building” of a type previously ap-
proved by DSA under emergency conditions and with concurrence by
DSA. These structures shall not be placed on a school site until the
plans and specifications for the site work have been approved by DSA.

4. The extension of a lease for a “temporary-use” building for
more than three years from the date of first occupancy.

5. The conversion of a nonschool building to use as a “school
building.” (See Section 4-306.)

It is not necessary to secure approval for maintenance work on
school buildings, in accordance with Sections 4-308 and 4-309.
See Section 4-314 for the definition of “maintenance.”

(b) Filing. A separate application shall be submitted to DSA for
each school building or group of school buildings on each school
site. In the event that a number of school buildings, on various and
separate sites, are to be constructed from the same plans and spec-
ifications, only one application shall be required, provided that all
buildings are constructed at the same time and within the same
school district. The application shall be submitted on Form
DSA-1, Application for Approval of Plans and Specifications.
DSA forms are available on the Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa,
or at any of the DSA regional offices. The application shall con-
tain a project name for the school building or group of buildings,
the name of the architect or registered engineer in general respon-
sible charge of the work, the names of the architects or registered
engineers who have been delegated responsibility for portions of
the work (see Section 4-316), the estimated cost of the project and
all such other information as is requested thereon.

(c) Delayed Filing. In case the plans and specifications for the
reconstruction or alteration of any school building have not been
submitted to DSA under the assumption that the cost will not ex-
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ceed $25,000, the school board shall, if the bids which are re-
ceived indicate that the cost will be in excess of $25,000, delay
letting a contract until such time as the plans and specifications
have been submitted and the approval by DSA obtained. The con-
tract or contracts, when made, shall be based on the duly approved
plans and specifications.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17295, 17297,17302,81133 and 81138.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-315, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-316. Designation of Responsibilities.

(a) General Responsible Charge. For every project there shall
be an architect or structural engineer in general responsible
charge of the preparation of the plans, specifications, and ob-
servation of the work of construction, except that where plans,
specifications, or work of construction for alterations or repairs
do not involve architectural or structural changes said plans, spec-
ifications and observation of the work of construction may be un-
der the responsible charge of a professional engineer qualified to
perform services and registered in that branch of engineering
applicable to the work.

A project may be divided into parts, provided that each part is
clearly defined by a building or similar distinct unit. The part, so
defined, shall include all portions and utility systems or facilities
necessary to the complete functioning of that part. Separate
assignments of general responsible charge may be made for the
parts.

(b) Delegation of Responsibility. The architect or structural
engineer in general responsible charge may delegate responsibil-
ity for any portion of the work to, or may employ or retain, other
architects or registered engineers. No delegation to, or employ-
ment or retention of others shall be construed as relieving the
architect or structural engineer in general responsible charge of
his or her rights, duties and responsibilities under Sections 17302
and 81138 of the Education Code and Sections 4-336, 4-341 and
4-344 of these regulations. Whenever an engineer or architect has
accepted delegation for the design of portions of the plans and
specifications that same engineer or architect shall observe the
construction of the same portions of the design.

Subject to the provisions of the immediately precedent sen-
tence, the architect or structural engineer in general responsible
charge shall employ or retain, under his or her supervision, pro-
fessional engineers registered in the applicable branches of engi-
neering to design and observe the construction, including the
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making of verified reports (see Section 4-336), of the mechanical
and electrical portions of the work, but this requirement for ob-
servation of construction may be waived when special mechani-
cal and electrical inspection is provided in accordance with
Section 4-333 (c), where the elements of the mechanical and elec-
trical portions of the work will not be significant to the safety of
the building or its occupants.

(c) Assumption of Responsibility. The architect or registered
engineer who submits for approval plans and specifications for
any project or portion of a project which have been prepared by
others shall assume responsibility for the safety of design of the
completed construction and for the interpretation of and any nec-
essary amplification of the plans and specifications of the project.
The responsible architect or engineer shall stamp and sign all
original tracings or all copies of plans submitted for approval to
indicate his or her assumption of responsibility or may in lieu
thereof stamp and sign and submit plans prepared under his or her
own charge. [See Section 4-317 (h) for other signatures. ]

When an architect or registered engineer accepts the responsi-
bility for completion of a project or portion of a project relin-
quished by another, that architect or registered engineer thereby
assumes responsibility as follows:

1. If the relinquishment occurs prior to the completion of the
design documents all responsibility shall be assumed. (See first
paragraph of this subsection for procedure.)

2. If the relinquishment occurs after the design drawings and
specifications have been completed and approved by DSA, the
assuming architect or registered engineer shall be responsible for
the construction of the project in accordance with the design of the
relinquishing architect or engineer. The assuming architect or
registered engineer shall assume responsibility for the interpreta-
tion of and any necessary amplification of the plans and specifica-
tions and shall stamp and sign any such documents prepared for
that purpose.

(d) Acceptance of Responsibility. The assumption of general
responsible charge or of delegated responsibility shall be clearly
outlined, accepted and approved by the parties concerned, includ-
ing the school board. Form DSA-1, Application for Approval of
Plans and Specifications provides for the common conditions of
delegation of responsibility, but for unusual cases, or for changes
in responsibility taking place after the plans have been submitted
for approval, the delegation of responsibility, acceptances and ap-
provals thereof, shall be submitted in letter form, which shall in-
clude an indication that the school board has been notified.

(e) Evidence of Responsibility. The stamp and signature of the
architect or registered engineer on a plan, specification, or other
document shall be deemed evidence that full responsibility is as-
sumed by the signatory for the work shown thereon, including
also those portions of the accompanying computations, specifica-
tions, or plans which pertain to such work, unless express notice
of disclaimer of responsibility is given in writing to DSA prior to
the approval of the plans and specifications.

(f) Alternates. The applicant, or the architect or registered
engineer having general or delegated responsibility, may name
one or more persons to act as alternate(s) for the design and/or ob-
servation of the work of construction provided such persons are
architects or registered engineers who themselves are qualified
under these rules and regulations to assume the responsibility
assigned.

Alternates may be named on Form DSA-1, Application for Ap-
proval of Plans and Specifications, or in letter form. Letter forms
shall be submitted prior to performance of work by the alternate

and shall include an indication that the school board has been no-

tified.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17302 and 81138.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-316, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.

Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-317. Plans, Specifications, Calculations and Other Data.

(a) General. When an application for approval of plans and
specifications is filed, it shall be accompanied by three complete
sets of the plans and specifications, a copy of the structural design
calculations, the site data and a fee payment calculated on the esti-
mated cost. The three complete sets of plans and specifications
include the set required by Section 5-103 of Title 24, Part 1, Cali-
fornia Code of Regulations. (See Section 4-320.)

(b) Plans.

1. Plans shall designate the use or occupancy of all parts of the
school buildings and shall give such other information as may be
required to indicate the nature of the work proposed and to show
compliance with the act and these requlations. The plans shall be
legible and sufficiently detailed and cross-referenced to show
clearly the pertinent features of the construction, and shall have
sufficient dimensions to be readily interpreted. Where a project
includes several school buildings, the plans for each shall be
drawn independently except that details common to all need not
be repeated.

The architect or engineer in general responsible charge or the
professional engineer delegated responsibility for the design of
the structural system of the project shall design and detail the an-
chorage and bracing of nonstructural elements. The details for the
bracing and anchorage of nonstructural elements shall be shown
on the drawings adjacent to the nonstructural elements to which
they apply.

The attachment of the following items shall be designed to
resist the forces prescribed in Part 2, Title 24 C.C.R., but need not
be detailed on the plans:

A. Equipment weighing less than 400 pounds supported
directly on the floor or roof.

B. Furniture required to be attached in accordance with
Part 2, Title 24, C.C.R..

C. Temporary or movable equipment.

D. Equipment weighing less than 20 pounds supported by
vibration isolators.

E. Equipment weighing less than 20 pounds suspended
from a roof or floor or hung from a wall.

2. Plans and specifications which when submitted are ob-
viously incomplete or incorrect, shall be returned to the designer
with a request for compliance with these regulations before
checking is started by DSA.

(c) Specifications. Specifications shall completely set forth the
requirements for the various types of materials that will enter into
permanent construction and shall describe the methods not cov-
ered in the technical regulations which are to be used to obtain the
required quality of the work shown on the plans as described in
the specifications.

Due to the difficulty of anticipating every unsatisfactory condi-
tion that might be found in existing construction where alteration,
rehabilitation or reconstruction work is proposed, the following
clause or one of similar meaning shall be included in all specifica-
tions for alteration, rehabilitation or reconstruction projects:
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“The intent of these drawings and specifications is that
the work of the alteration, rehabilitation or reconstruction is
to be in accordance with Title 24, California Code of Regu-
lations. Should any existing conditions such as deteriora-
tion or noncomplying construction be discovered which is
not covered by the contract documents wherein the fin-
ished work will not comply with Title 24, California Code
of Regulations, a change order, or a separate set of plans
and specifications, detailing and specifying the required
repair work shall be submitted to and approved by DSA be-
fore proceeding with the repair work.”

(d) Design Calculations. Calculations, stress diagrams and
other pertinent data shall accompany the plans and specifications
and shall be sufficiently complete so that capacities for individual
structural members and their connections can be verified without
additional calculations. All assumptions used in the calculations
and their bases shall be stated. The calculations shall be prefaced
by a statement clearly and concisely outlining the basis for the
structural design and indicating the manner in which the proposed
school building will resist vertical loads and horizontal forces.

The calculations shall be sufficiently complete to establish that
the structure will resist the loads and forces prescribed in Part 2,
Title 24, C.C.R. Assumed safe bearing pressures on soils and spe-
cified strengths of concrete shall be given in calculations and
noted on plans. Where unusual conditions occur, such additional
data as are pertinent to the work shall be submitted.

(e) Site Data. Site data for all school sites shall include a soil
investigation report including subsurface site work, laboratory
testing, an evaluation of site soil conditions, a recommendation
for the type of foundations to be used and an allowable design
value for the soil-bearing capacity.

For new school sites located in the “Special-Studies Zones”
(commonly known as Alquist-Priolo Zones) or in the Seismic
Safety Element of the Local General Plan as described in Section
17212 of the Education Code, a geologic and earthquake hazard
report shall be submitted with the application. The report shall
include an evaluation of both known and potentially active local
and regional fault systems and of slope stability and liquefaction
potential as hazards to school structures. In accordance with
Education Code Section 17212.5, DSA may require a similar geo-
logic and earthquake hazard study for a new school site outside of
the boundaries of any special studies zone.

For existing school sites, DSA may require the District to
employ a California-certified engineering geologist in consulta-
tion with a California-registered geotechnical engineer to prepare
a geologic hazards statement evaluating the potential for geologic
and earthquake damage for projects involving alterations, rehabi-
litation, additions or new construction. A geologic and earth-
quake hazard report as indicated above may be required for
existing sites in accordance with Sections 17212.5 and 81033.5 of
the Education Code. Geologic hazard reports shall include an
evaluation of potential for damage due to flooding.

No school building shall be constructed, rehabilitated, recon-
structed, or relocated within 50 feet of the trace of a geologic fault
along which surface rupture can reasonably be expected to occur
within the life of the school building.

(f) Estimates of Cost. Estimates of cost shall be based on the
cost prevailing at the time the plans and specifications are sub-
mitted to DSA. The estimated cost of a project shall be increased
as necessary to include the estimated cost of every alternate build-
ing or portion thereof shown on the plans or specifications as if
each alternate building and portion were to be constructed sepa-
rately and simultaneously.
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When a contract amount, or the cumulative total of two or more
contract amounts, exceeds the estimated cost by more than 30
percent, the estimated cost may be revised. An additional fee, if
required, based on the revised estimated cost of the revision shall
be paid before proceeding with the work. When the actual cost of
constructing all the work shown on the approved plans is less than
70 percent of the estimated cost a refund of overpaid fees may be
claimed. (See Section 4-322 for actual cost and Section 4-325 for
billing for further fees.)

(g) Deferred Approvals. Only where a portion of the construc-
tion cannot be adequately detailed on the approved plans because
of variations in product design and/or manufacturer, the approval
of plans for such portion, when specifically accepted by DSA,
may be deferred until the material suppliers are selected provided
the following conditions are met:

1. The project plans clearly indicate that a deferred approval
by DSA is required for the indicated portions of the work prior to
fabrication and installation.

2. The project plans and specifications adequately describe the
performance and loading criteria for such work.

3. An architect or registered engineer stamps and signs the
plans and specifications for the deferred approval item. The archi-
tect or engineer in general responsible charge of the design of the
project shall submit the plans and specifications for the deferred
approval item to the enforcement agency, with notation indicating
that the deferred approval documents have been found to be in
general conformance with the design of the building.

4. Fabrication of deferred approval items shall not begin with-
out first obtaining the approval of plans and specifications by
DSA.

(h) Signatures Required. All original tracings for plans, ex-
cept those plans for deferred approval items and the original cover
sheet for the specifications submitted for approval shall bear the
stamp and signature of the architect or professional engineer in
general responsible charge of design of the project. In addition,
when responsibility for a portion of the work has been delegated,
the original tracings for plans and the original cover sheet for the
specifications covering that portion of the design shall also bear
the signature and stamp of the responsible professional engineer
or architect to whom the work has been delegated.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17299, 17212, 17212.5, 81135, 81033
and 81033.5.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-317, Part], Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-318. Procedure for Approval of Application and Voidance
of Application.

(a) General. After DSA has completed its check of the docu-
ments submitted with the application, the checked prints of the
plans and specifications, with the items marked for corrections
and/or requests for additional information noted thereon, shall be
returned to the responsible architect or registered engineer. When
plans and/or specifications require extensive corrections, a cor-
rected set of prints of the plans and specifications shall be sub-
mitted for review if requested by DSA.

When the requested corrections have been made and/or the
additional information has been provided by the responsible
architect or registered engineer, an employee representative of the
architect or registered engineer shall return the check set of plans
and specifications along with the original plan tracings, the cor-
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rected specification pages and specification master cover sheet to
DSA for backchecking. The backcheck is a comparison of the
corrected plans and specifications with the check set of plans and
specifications and shall be accomplished by either a conference
between a knowledgeable employee representative or the archi-
tect or registered engineer in general responsible charge and the
checking engineer, or by mail in the case of minor corrections to
which all parties have agreed.

Changes in plans and specifications, other than changes neces-
sary for correction, made after submission for approval, shall be
brought to the attention of DSA in writing or by submission of re-
vised plans identifying those changes clearly at the time of back-
checking. Failure to give such notice may result in the voidance
any subsequent approval given to the plans and specifications.

All requested corrections shall be made, additional requested
information furnished or original design justified prior to or at the
time of the backcheck. When DSA deems that the corrected plans
and specifications comply with these regulations and those parts
of Title 24, CCR, that pertain to public school construction, DSA
shall place its stamp on the reproducible sheets of drawings and
master cover sheet of the specifications. This stamp is affixed for
purposes of identification only and shall not be construed as
authorization to let the construction contracts. See Section 4-318
(b). One set of prints of the stamped plans and one set of prints of
the stamped specifications shall be submitted to DSA immediate-
ly after stamping to allow the written approval of the application
to be issued.

(b) Approval of Application. DSA shall issue to the school
district a letter approving the application for the project upon re-
ceipt of the stamped file copies of the approved plans and specifi-
cations. This letter shall constitute the “written approval of the
plans, as to safety of design and construction” required by Sec-
tions 17297 and 81134, Education Code, before letting any con-
tract and the approval thereof in writing which must be “had and
obtained” before any valid contract may be made or executed.
(See Section 4-330 for time limitations.)

(c) Voidance of Application. Any change, erasure, alteration
or modification of any plans or specification bearing the stamp of
DSA may result in voidance of the approval of the application.
However, the “written approval of plans” may be extended by
DSA to include revised plans and specifications after documents
are submitted for review and approved. (See Section 4-323 for re-
vised plans and Section 4-338 for addenda and change orders.)

The procedures leading to written approval of plans shall be
carried to conclusion without suspension or unnecessary delay.
At the discretion of DSA, the entire application may be voided
where either (1) prints from corrected plans or corrected original
plans are not filed for backcheck within 6 months after the date of
return of checked plans to the architect or engineer, or (2) prints of
the stamped plans and one set of stamped specifications are not
submitted to DSA within 14 days after the date shown on the
stamp of identification, or (3) at the discretion of DSA, any re-
maining unapproved portion of the application may be voided
when more than six months have elapsed since the last approval
of an increment has been issued, and subsequent incremental
plans and specifications have not been received by DSA for
checking.

For voided applications, 30 percent of the paid fee will be
refunded; however, no refund will be allowed for projects upon
which only the minimum fee has been paid, or upon which only a
portion was voided.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17295, 17297,17307,81133, 81134 and

81140.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-318, Part], Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-319. Withdrawal of Application. If a request is made by the
school board for the cancellation or withdrawal of the application
and return of the plans and specifications, together with the paid
fee, it will be granted only when the check of plans and specifica-
tions has not actually started. If the checking of plans and specifi-
cations has started, 30 percent of the paid fee will be refunded or
applied to a new application for the same project.

No refund will be allowed for projects upon which only the
minimum fee has been paid. No refund will be allowed after a
contract has been let for any portion of the work except as pro-
vided by Section 4-317 (f).

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17295, 17300, 81133 and 81136.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-3 19, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

Article 4. Fees

4-320. Fees. The fees required by Sections 17300 and 81136 of
the Education Code shall be in accordance with Section 4-321.1.
The fee schedule in effect at the time of filing shall apply through-
out the duration of such application. A list of prior fee schedules is
available upon request from DSA. The words “filing fee” mean
the fee which shall accompany the application, or as corrected
pursuant to Section 4-317 (f), and the words “further fee” mean
the fee which shall be paid to DSA if the actual cost exceeds
the estimated cost by more than 5 percent. The application is con-
sidered to be received when it, accompanied by the plans and
specifications, structural design computations, other required
documents and filing fee, has been received by DSA, and the
application number assigned.
Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17300 and 81136.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-320, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-321. Fee Schedule 11. The filing fee for projects shall be 0.7
percent of the first $1,000,000 of estimated cost and 0.5 percent
on the excess of the estimated cost over $1,000,000, except that
the minimum fee in any case shall be $250.00.

Ifthe actual cost exceeds the estimated cost by more than 5 per-
cent, the further fee for such projects shall be equal to the differ-
ence between the filing fee paid and the amount computed under
Fee Schedule 11 on the actual cost, the actual cost being deter-
mined according to Section 4-322.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17300 and 81136.
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HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-32 1.1, Part I, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

2. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-321.2, Part I, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-322. Project Cost. For purposes of determining fees, both the
estimated and actual costs of the project shall be the total outlay
for all work included in the approved plans and specifications (ex-
clusive of fees paid, but not recovered, for architectural, engineer-
ing, inspection and testing services) regardless of whether the
funds are provided by the school district, by other public or pri-
vate agencies or by individuals. The cost shall include any mov-
ing or relocation. In the event a building is converted to school use
(see Section 4-306) the cost shall include the current replacement
cost of the building. The current replacement cost shall be com-
puted by multiplying an appropriate square foot cost by the total
square foot area of the building being converted to school use. If
work is done in portions the actual cost shall be determined at the
completion of each contract. (See Section 4-325.)

The estimated cost and the fee based thereon shall not be
amended after plan check has started except as provided by Sec-
tion 4-317 (f) or for permissible increase in scope of project. The
scope of a project shall not be amended after bids for all or part of
the project are opened. No portion of the fee can be returned after
checking has been started except as provided by Sections 4-317
(f) and 4-319.

Actual cost shall include all items which are normally consid-
ered to be contractor’s operation costs such as district-furnished
labor and materials, bond, insurance and use of district facilities,
and shall not be reduced by charge-backs such as those for testing,
inspection or overrun of contract time. All fees and/or reimburs-
able charges paid the construction managers shall be included in
the actual cost of construction. When the contract for the work in-
cludes items not otherwise subject to the approval of DSA and not
included in the approved plans and specifications the actual cost
shall include this work unless such costs are segregated by sepa-
rate bid items or by separately priced items of change orders, or by
a certified copy of a subcontractor’s bid. Such segregation shall
not be made by contract price breakdown or estimates.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17300 and 81136.
HISTORY:

1. Editorial correction of printing error (Register 83, No. 45).

2. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-322, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-323. Revisions of Plans and Specifications. No additional fee
is charged upon submission of revisions to the approved plans and
specifications, provided that the entire matter is actually one
transaction having to do with the same school building and the re-
visions do not require substantial checking for safety of design. If
the original plans are abandoned and the plans and specifications
submitted in lieu thereof are in fact for a new project rather than
for an identical building, or where a modified set of plans is for an
essentially different structural concept, it is necessary that a new

application be filed and fee paid. This is regardless of the fact that
the school building may have the same name, be of the same gen-
eral size, and be situated at the same location as the school build-
ing for which the original application was made.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142. ||
Reference: Education Code Sections 17300 and 81136.

4-324. Examples and Explanations of Fee Computation.
(a) Filing Fee to Accompany Application.

Filing Fee under Schedule 11
Estimated Cost $8,000

0.7% x $8,000 = $ 56.00
Filing Fee is the minimum charge ~ $250.00
Filing Fee under Schedule 11

Estimated Cost: $925,000.00
0.7% x $925,000 = $ 6,475.00

Filing Fee under Schedule 11
Estimated Cost: $1,260,000.00

0.7% x $1,000,000 = $  7,000.00
0.5% x $260,000 1.300.00
$  8,300.00

Corrected Estimate under Schedule 11
Estimated Cost on Application: $925,000.00

0.7% x $925,000 = $ 6,475.00
1st Contract $ 700,000.00
2nd Contract 525.000.00

$1,225,000.00
(Exceeds $925,000 by more 30%)
Corrected Estimated Cost: $1,225,000.00*

0.7% % $1,000,000 = $ 7,000.00
0.5% x 225,000 = _ 1.125.00

$ 8,125.00
Fee previously paid $6.475.00
Corrected filing fee due $1,875.00

(b) Further Fees where the Actual Cost Exceeds the Esti-
mated or Corrected Estimated Cost by More than 5 Percent.

Further Fee under Schedule 11.

Corrected Estimated Cost: $1,225,000*
Actual Cost $1,352,740.50

0.7% x $1,000,000.00 = $7,000.00
0.5% x 352,740.50 = 1.763.70

$8,763.70

Filing Fee Paid

0.7% x $1,000,000 = $7,000.00
0.5% x 225,000 1.125.00

$8,125.00
Further Fee = $ 638.70

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17300 and 81136.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-324, Part 1,Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-325. Billing for Further Fees. The district shall be billed for
further fees upon completion of the project or portion thereof if
fee is due. Claims for refunds of $5.00 or less due to errors in cost
reporting or fee computation shall be made within six months
from date of billing.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17300 and 81136. ||

*The corrected estimated cost could be more than the sum of contracts if all work called for on plans is not yet under contract.
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Article 5. Certification of Construction

4-330. Time of Beginning Construction and Partial Construc-
tion. Construction work, whether for a new school building, re-
construction, rehabilitation, alteration, or addition, shall not be
commenced, and no contract shall be let until the school board has
applied for and obtained from DSA written approval of plans and
specifications. Construction shall be commenced within one year
after the approval of the application, otherwise the approval may
be voided. DSA may require that the plans and specifications be
revised to meet its current regulations before a renewal of the
voided approval is granted. Renewal shall not be granted after a
period of four years beyond the initial date of the application ap-
proval. The school board may complete all work or proceed with
the construction of any part of the work included in the approved
plans and specifications with the intent of completing the work
later. All work done and materials used and installed must be in
accordance with and in conformity to the approved plans and
specifications.

An uncompleted building shall not be considered as having
been constructed under the provisions of Article 3 or 7commenc-
ing with Sections 17280 and 81130 of the Education Code, re-
spectively. Section 17372 of the Education Code restricts the use
of such a building.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17372 and 81130.

4-331. Notice of Start of Construction. The architect or regis-
tered engineer responsible for the project shall give DSA written
notification before construction is started. As soon as a contract
has been let, the architect or registered engineer shall furnish to
DSA on Form DSA-102 the name and address of the contractor,
the contract price, the date on which the contract was let and the
date of starting construction (see Section 4-352). DSA forms are
available on the Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of the
DSA regional offices.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17295, 81130 and 81133.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-331, Partl, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-332. Notice of Suspension of Construction.

(a) When construction is suspended for more than two weeks,
the project inspector shall notify DSA [see Section 4-336 (c) 4].

(b) If all construction is suspended or abandoned for any reason
for a continuous period of one year following its commencement,
the approval of DSA shall become void. DSA may reinstate the
approval on the request of the school board.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-332, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-333. Observation and Inspection of Construction.

(a) Observation by Architect or Registered Engineer. The
Act provides that the observation of the work of construction, re-
construction, rehabilitation, alteration, or addition shall be under
the general responsible charge of an architect, structural engineer,
or under certain conditions a professional engineer registered in

that branch of engineering applicable to the work. (See Section
4-316.)

A geotechnical engineer shall provide the observation for
placement of fills and shall submit verified reports.

(b) Inspection by Project Inspector. The school board must
provide for and require competent, adequate and continuous in-
spection by an inspector satisfactory to the architect or registered
engineer in general responsible charge of observation of the work
of construction, to any architect or registered engineer delegated
responsibility for a portion of the work, and to DSA. The cost of
project inspection shall be paid for by the school board. An in-
spector shall not have any current employment relationship with
any entity that is a contracting party for the construction. An
approved project inspector may be removed and replaced if the
work performed is not in conformance with accepted inspection
standards as determined by the school district and the project
architect and engineer with the concurrence of DSA.

For every project there shall be a project inspector who shall
have personal knowledge as defined in Sections 17309 and 81141
of the Education Code of all work done on the project or its parts
as defined in Section 4-316. No work shall be carried on except
under the inspection of a project inspector approved by DSA. On
large projects adequate inspection may require the employment
of one or more approved assistant inspectors. The employment of
special inspectors or assistant inspectors shall not be construed as
relieving the project inspector of his or her duties and responsibi-
lities under Sections 17309 and 81141 of the Education Code and
Sections 4-336 and 4-342 of these regulations. A project inspec-
tor shall, under the direction of the architect and/or engineer, be
responsible for monitoring the work of the special inspectors and
testing laboratories to ensure that the testing program is satisfac-
torily completed.

The project inspector and any assistant inspector must be
approved by DSA for each individual project. An inspector shall
have had at least three years experience in inspection or construc-
tion work on building projects of a type similar to the project for
which the inspector is applying for approval. An inspector shall
not be less than 25 years of age. Prior to being eligible for approv-
al, any project inspector or any assistant inspector must also be
DSA-certified.

An inspector becomes DSA-certified by successfully complet-
ing a written examination administered by DSA. The examina-
tion measures the applicant’s ability to read and comprehend
construction plans as well as the construction, inspection and test-
ing requirements of the California Building Standards Code. Ex-
aminations are given in four classes. A Class 1 certified inspector
may be approved to inspect any project. A Class 2 certified in-
spector may be approved to inspect any project, except a project
containing one or more new large structures with a primary lateral
load-resisting system of steel, masonry or concrete. A Class 3 cer-
tified inspector may be approved to inspect projects containing al-
terations to approved buildings, site placement of relocatable
buildings and construction of minor structures. A Class 4 certified
inspector may be approved to inspect projects containing site
placement of relocatable buildings and associated side work.

DSA may charge an examination fee to recover reasonable fees
and costs. Application for approval of a project inspector or assis-
tant inspector shall be made on Form DSA-5 [see Section 4-341
(d)]. DSA forms are available at any of the DSA regional offices,
or on the Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa.

(c) Special Inspection. Special inspection by inspectors spe-
cially approved by DSA may be required on masonry construc-
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tion, glued-laminated lumber fabrication, wood framing using
timber connectors, manufactured trusses, epoxy repair of wood or
concrete, concrete batching, shotcrete application, prestressed
concrete member fabrication or post-tensioning operations,
structural steel fabrication, high-strength steel bolt installations,
shop and field welding, pile driving, electrical, and mechanical
work.

A special inspector may be required to be approved by DSA for
an individual project. Application for approval of a special in-
spector shall be made on an Inspector’s Qualification Form (Form
DSA-5) and submitted to DSA for review. A special inspector
shall not be less than 25 years of age, shall have had at least three
years’ experience in construction work or inspection responsibili-
ties on one or more projects similar to the project for which the
inspector is applying, shall have a thorough knowledge of the
building materials of his or her specialty, and shall be able to read
and interpret plans and specifications. DSA may require evidence
of the proposed inspector’s knowledge and experience by suc-
cessful completion of a written and/or oral examination by the ap-
plicant before approval is granted. DSA may charge a fee to
administer such examinations. DSA will maintain a list of special
inspectors who have successfully completed an examination by
DSA, and continued eligibility to remain on that list will be de-
pendent on demonstrated acceptable performance of duties as-
signed.

The project inspector may perform special inspections if the
project inspector has been specially approved by DSA for such
purpose and has the time available to complete the special inspec-
tions in addition to project inspection work.

The detailed inspection of all work covered by this section is
the responsibility of the project inspector when special inspection
is not provided (see Section 4-342).

Where responsibility for observation of construction for me-
chanical work and electrical work is not delegated to professional
engineers registered in these particular branches of engineering
[see Section 4-316 (b)], special mechanical and electrical inspec-
tion shall be provided.

DSA may require special inspection for any shop fabrication
procedures that preclude the complete inspection of the work af-
ter assembly. DSA may require special inspection at the site in
addition to those listed above if found necessary because of the
special use of material or methods of construction.

Approved special inspectors shall submit in a timely manner
verified reports as required by Section 4-336 for the special work
covered.

Special inspectors shall periodically submit reports of inspec-
tions to DSA, the design professional in general responsible
charge of observation, the structural engineer and the project in-
spector.

Construction work that the special inspector finds not to be in
compliance with the approved plans and specifications, and
which is not immediately corrected upon notifying the contractor,
shall be reported immediately to the project inspector, DSA, the
architect and the structural engineer.

The costs of all special inspection required by this subsection
shall be paid for by the school board, but if so specified in the con-
tract documents the amount paid may be collected from the con-
tractor by the school board.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17309, 17311, 81130, 81139,
31141 and 81143.
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HISTORY:
1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-333, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

2. (DSA/SS 2/95) Regular order by the Division of the State Architect/
Structural Safety Section to amend Section 4-333. Filed with the secre-
tary of state on August 14, 1996, becomes effective September 13,
1996. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
March 19, 1996.

4-334. Supervision by the Division of the State Architect. Dur-
ing construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, repair, alteration
of, or addition to any school building, DSA, as provided by the
Act, shall make such site visits as in its judgment are necessary for
proper enforcement of the Act and the protection of the safety of
the pupils, the teachers and the public. If at any time as the work
progresses, prior to the issuance of the certification of compliance
it is found that modifications or changes are necessary to secure
safety or to comply with code requirements, DSA shall notify the
responsible architect, or responsible structural engineer and
school district of the necessity for such modifications or changes.
Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17311 and 81143.
HISTORY:
1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-334, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-334.1. Stop work order.

(a) Whenever DSA finds any construction work being per-
formed in a manner contrary to the provisions of this code and that
would compromise the structural integrity of the building, the De-
partment of General Services, State of California, is authorized to
issue a stop work order.

(b) The stop work order shall be in writing and shall be given to
the owner of the property involved, or the owner’s agent, or the
person doing the work. Upon issuance of a stop work order, the
cited work shall immediately cease. The stop work order shall
state the reason for the order, and the conditions under which the
cited work will be permitted to resume.

(c) Any person who continues working on the cited work after
having been served with a stop work order, except such work as
that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe
condition, shall be subject to penalties as prescribed by law.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17307.5 and 81133.5.

4-335. Tests.

(a) General. Tests of materials are required as set forth in these
regulations. Whenever there is insufficient evidence of com-
pliance with any of the provisions of this code or evidence that
any material or construction does not conform to the requirements
of this code, DSA may require tests as proof of compliance to be
made at no expense to DSA. Test methods shall be as specified by
this code or by other recognized and accepted test standards. If
there are no recognized and accepted test methods for the pro-
posed alternate, the architect or engineer shall submit written test
procedures for review and acceptance by DSA.

All tests shall be made by an approved agency. Where job con-
ditions warrant, the architect or registered engineer may waive
certain tests with the approval of DSA. A copy of the list of struc-
tural tests and inspections prepared by the responsible architect or
structural engineer and acceptable to DSA shall be provided to the
designated testing agency and the project inspector prior to the
start of construction.
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(b) Performance of Tests. The school board shall, with the ad-
vice of the architect or structural engineer, select a testing agency
acceptable to DSA to conduct the required tests and inspections
for the project. The testing agency shall be directly employed by
the school board and not be in the employ of any other agency or
individual.

An acceptable testing agency shall have management, labora-
tory and field supervisory personnel with at least five years expe-
rience in the inspection and testing of the work and materials of
construction. The testing agency shall further have adequate fa-
cilities, equipment and technical references to permit the perfor-
mance of inspections and testing in compliance with applicable
regulations and standards.

A letter of acceptance by DSA shall be issued to the testing
agency and shall state that the testing agency has demonstrated
that it has met the criteria established by DSA for performance of
the inspection of work and testing of materials.

Test samples or specimens of material for testing shall be taken
by the architect or registered engineer, his or her representative,
the inspector, or a representative of the testing agency. In no case
shall the contractor or vendor select the sample or specimens.

Sampling, preparation of samples and tests shall be in accor-
dance with the standards as provided for in the approved specifi-
cations or in the applicable building regulations.

Where a sample has failed to pass the required tests the archi-
tect or engineer, subject to the approval of DSA, may permit retest
of the sampled material.

(c) Payments. The school board shall pay for all tests, but if so
specified the amount or a portion thereof may be collected from
the contractor by the school board. When in the opinion of the ar-
chitect or registered engineer, additional tests are required be-
cause of the manner in which the contractor executes his or her
work, such tests shall be paid for by the school board, butif so spe-
cified the amount paid may be collected from the contractor by the
school board. Examples of such tests are: tests of material substi-
tuted for previously accepted materials, retests made necessary
by the failure of material to comply with the requirements of the
specifications, and load tests necessary because certain portions
of the structure have not fully met specification or plan require-
ments.

(d) Test Reports. One copy of all test reports shall be for-
warded to DSA, the architect, the structural engineer and the
project inspector by the testing agency within 14 days of the date
of the test. Such reports shall include all tests made, regardless of
whether such tests indicate that the material is satisfactory or un-
satisfactory. Records of special sampling operations as required
shall also be reported. The reports shall show that the material or
materials were sampled and tested in accordance with the require-
ments of these regulations and with the approved plans and speci-
fications. In the case of materials such as masonry, concrete, or
steel, test reports shall show the specified design strength. All re-
ports of test results shall also definitely state whether or not the
material or materials tested comply with requirements of the
plans and specifications. Reports of test results of materials not
found to be in compliance with the requirements of the plans and
specifications shall be forwarded immediately to DSA, the archi-
tect, the structural engineer and the project inspector.

(e) Verification of Test Reports. Each testing agency shall
submit to DSA at the completion of the testing program or when
required by DSA a verified report covering all of the tests and in-
spections that were required to be made by that agency. Such re-
port shall be furnished any time that work on the project is

suspended, or services of the testing lab are terminated, covering
the tests up to that time.

The verified report shall be signed, under penalty of perjury, by
the professional engineer charged with engineering managerial
responsibility for the laboratory. The verified report shall indicate
that all tests and inspections were made as required by the
approved plans and specifications, and shall list any noncom-
pliant tests or inspections that have not been resolved by the date
of the verified report. In the event that not all required tests or in-
spections were made by the laboratory making this verified re-
port, those tests or inspections not made shall be listed on the
verified report.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17309 and 81141.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section4-335, Part], Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-336. Verified Reports.

(a) General. Sections 17309 and 81141 of the Act require that
from time to time as the work of construction progresses, the ar-
chitect, structural engineer or professional engineer in charge of
observation of construction of the work, each architect or regis-
tered engineer delegated responsibility for a portion of the work,
the project inspector, approved special inspectors, and the con-
tractor shall each make and sign under penalty of perjury, a duly
verified report to DSA upon a prescribed form or forms, showing
that of his or her own personal knowledge the work during the pe-
riod covered by the report has been performed and materials have
been used and installed in every material respect in compliance
with the duly approved plans and specifications, and setting forth
such detailed statements of fact as shall be required.

The term “personal knowledge” as applied to an architect or
registered engineer means the personal knowledge that is ob-
tained from periodic visits of reasonable frequency to the project
site for the purpose of general observation of the work, and that is
obtained from the reporting of others on the progress of the work,
testing of materials, inspection and superintendence of the work.
The exercise of reasonable diligence to obtain the facts is
required.

The term “personal knowledge” as applied to an inspector
means the actual personal knowledge that is obtained from the in-
spector’s personal continuous inspection of the work in all stages
of its progress. For work performed away from the site, the project
inspector may obtain personal knowledge from the reporting of
testing or special inspection of materials and workmanship for
compliance with approved plans, specifications and applicable
standards. The exercise of reasonable diligence to obtain the facts
is required.

The term “personal knowledge” as applied to the contractor
means the personal knowledge gained from constructing the
building. The exercise of reasonable diligence to obtain the facts
is required.

(b) Report Form. Verified reports shall be made on Form
DSA-6 by inspectors and contractors and Form DSA-6A/E by
architects and engineers. Form DSA-6A/E may be filed either
separately or jointly by architects and engineers. DSA forms are
available on the Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of the
DSA regional offices.

(c) Required Filing. Verified reports shall be made as follows:

1. By each contractor having a contract with the owner, at the
completion of the contract.
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2. By the architect, registered engineers, project inspector and
approved special inspectors at the completion of the school build-
ing.

3. By the architect, registered engineers, project inspector and

contractor at the suspension of all work for a period of more than
one month.

4. By the architect, registered engineer, project inspector,
approved special inspector, or contractor whose services in con-
nection with the project have been terminated for any reason.

5. At any time a verified report is requested by DSA.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17309 and 81141.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-336, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-337. Semimonthly Reports. In addition to the verified reports
(Section 4-336) the project inspector shall make semimonthly re-
ports of the progress of construction to the architect or registered
engineer in general responsible charge and the structural engineer
if delegated to observe the structural portion of the construction.
A copy of each such report shall be sent directly to the school
board and directly to DSA.

Semimonthly reports shall state the name of the building, the
school, and the school district, and give the file and application
number. The reports shall include a list of official visitors to the
project and whom they represent, a brief statement of the work
done, instructions received from the architect or registered engi-
neer during the period covered by the report and pertinent infor-
mation regarding any unusual conditions or questions that may
have arisen at the job. The semimonthly report shall include prob-
lems or noncomplying conditions which have occurred on the
project and how they were resolved or brought into compliance.
Forms are not provided by DSA for semimonthly reports. Failure
to comply with this section, in a timely manner (seven days after
reporting period), will be cause for DSA to withdraw approval of
the inspector.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17309, 17310,81130, 81141 and
81142.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-337, Partl, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-338. Addenda and Change Orders.

(a) General. Work shall be executed in accordance with the ap-
proved plans addenda and change orders. Changes in the plans
and specifications shall be made by addenda or change orders
approved by DSA. [See Section 4-318 (b).]

(b) Addenda. Changes or alterations of the approved plans or
specifications prior to letting a construction contract for the work
involved shall be made by means of addenda which shall be sub-
mitted to and approved by DSA prior to distribution to contrac-
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tors. Original copies of addenda shall be stamped and signed by
the architect or engineer in general responsible charge of prepara-
tion of the plans and specifications and by the architect or regis-
tered engineer delegated responsibility for the portion affected by
the addenda. [See Section 4-317 (h).] One copy of each adden-
dum is required for the files of DSA.

(c) Change Orders. Changes or alterations of the approved
plans or specifications after a contract for the work has been let
shall be made only by means of change orders submitted to and
approved by DSA prior to commencement of the work shown
thereon. Change orders shall state the reason for the change and
the scope of work to be accomplished, and, where necessary, shall
be accompanied by supplementary drawings referenced in the
text of the change order. All change orders and supplementary
drawings shall be stamped and signed by the architect or engineer
in general responsible charge of observation of the work of
construction of the project and by the architect or registered engi-
neer delegated responsibility for observation of the portion of the
work of construction affected by the change order, shall bear the
approval of the school board and shall indicate the associated
change in the project cost, if any. One copy of each change orderis
required for the files of DSA.

(d) Preliminary Change Orders. In order to expedite
construction, preliminary change orders may be submitted to
DSA. Preliminary change orders shall meet all the requirements
necessary for a change order, with the exception of the approval of
the school board and the associated change, if any, in costs. The
preliminary change order does not require the stamp or seal, but
does require the signature of the architect or engineers. Work may
proceed in accordance with the approved preliminary change
order.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 12927 and 81134.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-338, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9,1992.

4-339. Final Certification of Construction. The certification of
compliance by DSA for public school building projects will be is-
sued when the work has been completed in accordance with the
requirements as to safety of design and construction of Sections
17280-17316 and 81130-81147 of the Education Code. The certi-
fication of compliance will not be issued until the owner has filed
a notice of completion with DSA.

The certification by DSA may be evidenced either by letter or
by certificate. A certificate of compliance will, in general, be is-
sued only for large new projects where the board may desire to
display such certificate in a conspicuous place. The letter or cer-
tificate of compliance will be directed to the school board.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section4-339, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.
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Article 6. Duties under the Act

4-341. Duties of the Architect, Structural Engineer, or
Professional Engineer.

(a) General. The architect or professional engineer is responsi-
ble to the school board and to DSA to see that the completed work
conforms in every material respect to these regulations and to the
approved plans and specifications. (See Section 4-316.) The re-
sponsible architect or engineer may, if so authorized, act as agent
for the school board in completing and submitting the application
Form DSA-1 to DSA. (See Section 4-315.)

The architect or registered engineer in no way is relieved of any
responsibility by the activities of DSA in the performance of its
duties.

(b) General Responsible Charge. The architect, structural
engineer or professional engineer in general responsible charge
shall advise the school board in regard to filing of the application
for approval of plans, the selection of an inspector and the selec-
tion of a testing laboratory. The responsible architect or engineer
shall prepare plans, specifications, design calculations and other
data and shall prepare addenda and change orders authorized by
the school board and as required by conditions on the project. The
responsible architect or engineer shall make, or cause to be made,
the corrections required on the various documents to comply with
the requirements of these regulations.

The responsible architect or engineer shall perform general
observation of the work of construction, interpret the approved
drawings and specifications and shall provide the project inspec-
tor and testing agency with a complete set of stamped plans, spec-
ifications, addenda and change orders prior to the start of
construction.

In general, DSA directs all technical correspondence to the ar-
chitect or registered engineer in general responsible charge of the
project.

(c) Delegated Responsibility. An architect or registered engi-
neer to whom responsibility has been delegated shall, under the
general direction of the design professional in general responsible
charge, prepare plans, specifications, calculations and other data,
and make corrections on these documents as required to comply
with these regulations. Such architect or registered engineer shall
consult with the design professional in general responsible charge
in the preparation of addenda and change orders and the selection
of inspectors and testing laboratory. The architect or registered
engineer shall indicate his or her responsibility for the documents,
which affect his or her portion of the work and are presented to
DSA for approval, by his or her stamp and signature thereon. The
architect or registered engineer shall observe the work of
construction of his or her portion of the project and shall consult
with the design professional in general responsible charge in the
interpretation of the approved drawings and specifications.

(d) Approval of Inspectors. The architect or registered engi-
neer in general responsible charge shall submit to DSA the name
of the person proposed as project inspector of the work, together
with an outline of his or her experience and pertinent qualifica-
tions on Form DSA-5, 10 days prior to the time of starting
construction work. The submittal of the Inspector’s Qualification
Record for an assistant inspector, or when required for a special
inspector, shall be made a minimum of 10 days prior to the use of
the assistant inspector or special inspector on the project. DSA
forms are available on the Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at
any of the DSA regional offices.

The architect or registered engineer shall provide general direc-
tion of the work of the project inspector and shall immediately

notify the school board and DSA by letter if the project inspector
is found to be unable or unwilling to perform such duties properly.
This notification shall include a statement as to whether the archi-
tect or registered engineer is recommending that DSA withdraw
its approval of the project inspector and that the school board ter-
minate the inspector’s employment. Upon concurrence by DSA
with the recommendation of the responsible architect or regis-
tered engineer the withdrawal of the project inspector’s approval
is automatic and the inspector’s duties and responsibilities for the
project are ended.

In view of the architect or registered engineer’s responsibilities
for directing the activities of the inspector, such architect or regis-
tered engineer shall review and evaluate the inspector’s qualifica-
tions before recommending the approval of the inspector to DSA.

(e) Report of Contract. The architect or registered engineer in
general responsible charge shall report contract information and
time of starting work to DSA. (See Section 4-331.)

(f) Verified Reports. All architects and registered engineers
having responsibility for observation of the work of construction
shall maintain such personal contact with the project as is neces-
sary to assure themselves of compliance in every material respect
with the approved plans and specifications and each shall submit
verified reports to DSA as required by Section 4-336. The archi-
tect or registered engineer in general responsible charge shall also
require that the inspector’s, the contractor’s and the other archi-
tect’s and engineer’s verified reports are submitted as required.

(g) Testing Program. The architect or registered engineer in
general responsible charge shall establish the extent of the testing
of materials consistent with the needs of the particular project (see
Section 4-335) and shall issue specific instructions to the testing
agency prior to start of construction. He or she shall also notify
DSA as to the disposition of materials noted on laboratory reports
as not conforming to the approved specifications.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17302, 17309, 17310,81138, 81141 and
81142.
HISTORY:
1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-341, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-342. Duties of the Project Inspector.

(a) General. The project inspector shall act under the direction
of the architect or registered engineer. The project inspector is
also subject to supervision by a representative of DSA.

(b) Duties. The general duties of the project inspector in fulfil-
ling his or her responsibilities are as follows:

1. Continuous Inspection Requirement. The project inspec-
tor must have actual personal knowledge, obtained by personal
and continuous inspection of the work of construction in all stages
of its progress, that the requirements of the approved plans and
specifications are being completely executed.

Continuous inspection means complete inspection of every
part of the work. Work, such as concrete work or masonry work
which can be inspected only as it is placed, shall require the
constant presence of the inspector. Other types of work which can
be completely inspected after the work is installed may be carried
on while the inspector is not present. In any case, the inspector
must personally inspect every part of the work. In no case shall the
inspector have or assume any duties that will prevent the inspec-
tor from giving continuous inspection. DSA may require verifica-
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tion from the project inspector of time spent at the construction
site during all phases of the work.

The project inspector may obtain personal knowledge of the
work of construction, either on-site or off-site, performed under
the inspection of a special inspector or assistant inspector (Sec-
tion 4-333), from the reporting of others on testing or inspection of
materials and workmanship for compliance with the approved
contract documents. The exercise of reasonable diligence to
obtain the facts shall be required.

2. Relations with Architect or Engineer. The project inspec-
tor shall work under the general direction of the architect or regis-
tered engineer and under the supervision of DSA. Any
uncertainties in the inspector’s comprehension of the plans and
specifications shall be reported promptly to the architect or regis-
tered engineer for interpretation and instructions. In no case shall
the instruction of the architect or registered engineer be construed
to cause work to be done which is not in conformity with the
approved contract documents.

3. Job File. The project inspector shall keep a file of approved
plans and specifications (including all approved addenda or
change orders) on the job at all times. The inspector, as a condition
of employment, shall have and maintain on the job at all times, the
edition of Title 24, Parts 1,2, 3,4 and 5 referred to in the plans and
specifications.

4. Project Inspector’s Semimonthly Reports. The project
inspector shall keep the architect or registered engineer thorough-
ly informed as to the progress of the work by making semimonth-
ly reports in writing as required in Section 4-337.

5. Notifications to DSA. The project inspectors shall notify
DSA at the following times:

A. When construction work on the project is started, or re-
started if previously suspended per Item D below.

B. Atleast 48 hours in advance of the time when founda-
tion trenches will be complete, ready for footing forms.

C. At least 48 hours in advance of the first placement of
foundation concrete and 24 hours in advance of any sub-
sequent and significant concrete placement.

D. When all work on the project is suspended for a period
of more than two weeks.

6. Construction Procedure Records. The project inspector
shall keep a record of certain phases of construction procedure in-
cluding, but not limited to, the following:

A. Concrete placing operations. The record shall show
the time and date of placing concrete and the time and
date of removal of forms in each portion of the structure.

B. Welding operations. The record shall include identifi-
cation marks of welders, lists of defective welds,
manner of correction of defects, etc.

C. Penetration under the last 10 blows for each pile when
piles are driven for foundations.

All such records of construction procedure shall be kept on the
job until the completion of the work. These records shall be made
a part of the permanent school records.

7. Deviations. The project inspector shall notify the contrac-
tor, in writing, of any deviations from the approved plans and
specifications which are not immediately corrected by the con-
tractor when brought to the contractor’s attention. Copies of such
notice shall be forwarded immediately to the architect or regis-
tered engineer, and to DSA.
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Failure on the part of the project inspector to notify the contrac-
tor of deviations from the approved plans and specifications shall
in no way relieve the contractor of any responsibility to complete
the work covered by his or her contract in accordance with the
approved plans and specifications and all laws and regulations.

8. Verified Report. The project inspector shall make and sub-
mit directly to DSA verified reports (see Section 4-336).

The project inspector shall prepare and deliver to DSA detailed
statements of fact regarding materials, operations, etc., when
requested.

(c) Violations. Failure, refusal, or neglect on the part of the
project inspector to notify the contractor of any work which does
not comply with the requirements of the approved plans and spec-
ifications, or failure, refusal, or neglect to report immediately, in
writing, any such violation to the architect or registered engineer
to the school board, and to DSA shall constitute a violation of the
Act and shall be cause for DSA to take action which may result in
the withdrawal of the inspector’s approval.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17309, 17311, 81141 and 81143.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-342, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-343. Duties of the Contractor.

(a) Responsibilities. It is the duty of the contractor to complete
the work covered by his or her contract in accordance with the
approved plans and specifications therefore. The contractor in no
way is relieved of any responsibility by the activities of the archi-
tect, engineer, inspector or DSA in the performance of such du-
ties.

(b) Performance of the Work. The contractor shall carefully
study the approved plans and specifications and shall plan a
schedule of operations well ahead of time. If at any time it is dis-
covered that work is being done which is not in accordance with
the approved plans and specifications, the contractor shall correct
the work immediately.

All inconsistencies or items which appear to be in error in the
plans and specifications shall be promptly called to the attention
of the architect or registered engineer, through the inspector, for
interpretation or correction. In no case, however, shall the instruc-
tion of the architect or registered engineer be construed to cause
work to be done which is not in conformity with the approved
plans, specifications, and change orders.

The contractor must notify the project inspector, in advance, of
the commencment of construction of each and every aspect of the
work.

(c) Verified Reports. The contractor shall make and submit to
DSA from time to time, verified reports as required in Section
4-336.

If work on the building is being done by independent contrac-
tors, having contracts with the school board, verified reports shall
be submitted by each contractor regardless of the type of work
involved.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17280, 17309, 81130 and 81141.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-

tural Safety Section to amend Section4-343, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.
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4-344. Duties of Mechanical and Electrical Engineers. The
architect or structural engineer in general responsible charge is
responsible for the designs prepared by the mechanical and elec-
trical engineers, except that where plans, specifications and esti-
mates for alterations or repairs do not involve architectural or
structural changes said plans, specifications and estimates may
be prepared and work of construction may be observed by a pro-
fessional engineer in general responsible charge who is duly qual-
ified to perform such services and who holds a valid certificate
under Chapter 7 of Division 3 of the Business and Professions
Code for performance of services in that branch of engineering in
which said plans, specifications, and estimates and work of
construction are applicable.

The mechanical or electrical engineer shall fulfill the duties
outlined in Section 4-341 when assuming general responsible

charge and shall submit verified reports as required in Section
4-336. When accepting delegated responsibility he or she shall
comply with the requirements of Sections 4-336 and 4-341 inso-
far as these may relate to the work delegated to him or her.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17295, 17302, 17309,81133, 81138 and
81141.
HISTORY:
1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-344, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

Article 7. Examination and Report of Existing Buildings

4-345. Request for Examination.

(a) Examination and Report Requested of DSA by the
School District. Upon written request by the governing board of
any school district or by at least 10 percent of the parents having
pupils enrolled in any school district as certified to by the county
superintendent of schools, DSA shall make an examination and
report on the structural condition of any school building of the dis-
trict. DSA must report whether or not each building examined is
substantially compliant with applicable code provisions. Wheth-
er or not such examination is requested of DSA is entirely option-
al with the district or parents concerned, and consequently, in
making such examination and report DSA acts as the agent of the
school district to whom DSA makes its report and by whom it is
guided in determining the extent and character of the examination
made.

Upon receipt of request for examination, DSA shall furnish an
application blank, Form DSA-2, which shall be filled out by the
applicant, supplying such information as is available. DSA forms
are available on the Internet at www.dgs.ca.gov/dsa, or at any of
the DSA regional offices.

DSA is not authorized to prepare plans or make estimates of the
cost necessary to make such repairs to the building or buildings as
are necessary to meet structural safety standards. (See Sections
17367 and 81162 of the Education Code.)

(b) Examination and Report by School District’s Structural
Engineer. The school district may retain a structural engineer, at
the school district’s expense, to examine and report on the struc-
tural condition of any school building of the district. The structur-

al engineer shall consult with DSA for guidance as to the standard
of safety to which the structural condition must measure. The
structural engineer must report on whether or not each of the
buildings examined is safe or unsafe for school use, and whether
or not each of the buildings is substantially compliant with appli-
cable code requirements as required of DSA under Section 4-345
(a) above.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17313 and 81145.
HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-345, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-346. Cost of Examinations Done by DSA. Upon completion
of the examination by DSA and the submission of the report there-
of to the school board, DSA shall submit a statement of the actual
expense involved in the examination and preparation of report.
Payment by the school board shall be made to DSA upon receipt
of the statement of expense involved unless waived by DSA upon
recommendation of the state superintendent of public instruction.
Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17313 and 81145.
HISTORY:
1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-346, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,1993.

Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

Article 8. Documents and Records

4-350. Records. The records pertaining to the supervision of the
construction of school buildings by ORS are public documents
and are open to inspection during office hours. Documents shall
not be taken from the custody of DSA except as required by law.

Examination reports prepared under the provisions of Sections
17313 and 81145 of the Act (See Section 4-345) are considered to
be the property of the school board. Inquiries regarding examina-
tion reports shall be referred to the school board concerned.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17295, 17313, 11133 and 81145; and
Health & Safety Code Sections 19850 through 19853.

HISTORY:

1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-350, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-351. Location of Records. A file of school building plans,
specifications and documents for currently active school projects
in each of four regions of the state is maintained in the respective
DSA regional office: Oakland (Region 1), Sacramento (Region
II), Los Angeles (Region IIT) and San Diego (Region IV). Com-
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pleted or closed project files, plans and specifications are stored
in the State Records Center in Sacramento.
Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.

Reference: Education Code Sections 17295, 17299, 17309, 81133, 81135 and
81141.
HISTORY:
1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-351, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1, 1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

4-352. Submission of Documents.

(a) Application. Applications for approval of plans and speci-
fications shall be submitted to the DSA regional office serving the
project location unless specific approval for submittal elsewhere

is given by the state architect. Processing shall be completed by
the receiving office but portions of the work may be reassigned.

(b) Construction Documents. All documents such as notices
(see Section 4-331), qualification records (see Section 4-333),
and verified reports (see Section 4-336), shall be submitted to the
appropriate DSA regional office according to location of project.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17295, 17299, 17309, 81133, 81135 and
81141.
HISTORY:
1. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section4-352, Part1, Title 24, C.C.R. Filed
with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,1993.
Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.

Article 9. State Advisory Board to the Division of the State Architect for the Field Act

4-355. Advisory Board.

(a) General. The state architect may appoint an advisory board
whose duty it is to serve in an advisory capacity to DSA in con-
nection with technical or structural matters and with reference to
regulations and requirements pertaining to the administration of
the Act. This board shall also act as a board of review to which
appeal can be made by school boards, architects, structural engi-
neers, or other interested parties in case of disagreement with the
decisions, rulings or acts of DSA.

(b) Membership. The board shall consist of 16 members
appointed by the state architect. Of the appointive members: two
shall be structural engineers; two shall be architects; one shall be a
geotechnical engineer; one shall be a general contractor; one shall
be alocal building official; one shall be an electrical engineer; one
shall be a mechanical engineer; two shall be school district per-
sonnel; one shall be a project inspector; one shall be a fire and
panic safety representative; one shall be a member of the DSA
Universal Design Board; and two shall be members of the general
public.

Each member shall be appointed for a term of four years and
shall hold office until the appointment and qualification of his or
her successor or until one year has elapsed since the expiration of
the term for which he or she was appointed, whichever first
occurs. No person shall serve as a member of the board for more
than two consecutive terms. The state architect may remove any
member of the board for neglect of duty or other just cause. All
appointed board members may vote.

The state architect may also appoint up to three additional ex
officio members. State architect-appointed ex officio members
may continue to serve until appointment of their successors by the
state architect. Appointed ex officio members may vote.

Appointive members, except for the public members and the
appointed ex officio members, shall be qualified by close connec-
tion with public school and state building design and construc-
tion. They shall be appointed from nominees recommended by
the governing bodies of California-based professional organiza-
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tions representing school districts, architects, engineers construc-
tion inspectors, construction managers, consultants and facility
planners, contractors, building officials and fire and panic safety
representatives.

There shall be eight state representative members of the board,
who shall be: the State Architect; the State Geologist; the Execu-
tive Director of the California Seismic Safety Commission; the
State Superintendent of Public Instruction; the Chancellor, Cali-
fornia Community Colleges; the Director of the Office of State-
wide Health Planning and Development; the Deputy Director of
the Department of General Services, Real Estate Services Divi-
sion; and, the State Fire Marshal; or their officially designated
representatives. These members are not entitled to vote.

(c) Meetings. The board shall elect its own chairperson and
vice chairperson and shall convene upon the call of the chairper-
son or the state architect whenever it may be necessary in his or
her judgment for the board to meet. The board shall adopt such
rules of procedure as are necessary to enable it to perform the
obligations delegated to it. The chairperson of the board shall at
his or her discretion or upon instructions from the board designate
subcommittees to study and report back to the board any technical
subject or matter regarding which an independent review or fur-
ther study is desired or regarding which appeal is made to the
board from decisions or rulings of the office. The board members
will be reimbursed from the fund defined in Sections 17301 and
81137 of the Act for their reasonable actual expenses in attending
meetings, but shall receive no compensation for their services.

Authority: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
Reference: Education Code Sections 17310 and 81142.
HISTORY:

1. Editorial renumbering of Article 5 to Article 9 to correct printing error
(Register 83, No. 45).

2. (OSA/SS 1/92) Regular order by the Office of the State Architect/Struc-
tural Safety Section to amend Section 4-355, Part 1, Title 24, C.C.R.
Filed with the secretary of state on December 15, 1992; effective July 1,
1993. Approved by the California Building Standards Commission on
December 9, 1992.




